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New Foundation website up and running
By Linda Hall, Foundation Web Coordinator and Tim Vanas, Web Redesign Project Manager
The new Navy Supply Corps Foundation website is up
and running. If you haven’t already, we hope you will take
time to visit it at www.usnscf.com. “Welcome to the New
Foundation Website,” one of the items under “News and
Information,” provides full details on navigating the website.
Some key features include:
- Easier signing up and logging in by clicking in the “Login” button on the right side of the top banner. To review/
change information in your account, click on your name
once you are logged in.
- Clicking on titles on the home page - News and Information, Upcoming Events, In Memoriam - will take you to a
complete list of those topics. Clicking on a specific name
under In Memoriam, or the title of a news item or upcoming event will take you to details on that person or event.
Continued on page 2

Scholarship application deadline is March 7!
By CDR Jack Evans, SC, USN (Ret.), Chief Staff Officer
The Navy Supply Corps Foundation Scholarship Application for academic year 2014-2015 is available to be filled out
online at www.usnscf.com. Both the online and hardcopy
components of the application are due into the Foundation
office by March 7. Late or partially completed applications
will not be accepted. Here are some things to consider when
filling out the application:
• Don’t wait until the last minute to fill out the application – it shows!
• Only one essay is required this year. Put some thought
into this very important part of the application. It is the
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best way for the evaluator to get an idea of who the applicant really is.
• It takes four days to generate the Free Application
for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) – get this taken care
of early.
• Be sure to select Foundation as your chapter, Student
as your Status, and be sure to check the “Applying for
scholarship” box when creating your account.
Please feel free to contact Cindy Inglett at 706-354-4111 or
Inglett@usnscf.com with any questions or problems you have
with the application. Good luck to all!!

Chapter Profile
Kansas group up and running
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Ford Island history project
championed by Katrina
Luksovsky

The Oakleaf
Greetings from the Chairman
What’s ahead for 2014
As we celebrate the 219th birthday of our Supply Corps
this year, I want to remind you that your Foundation is working with the authors at Write Stuff Enterprises to publish
“Ready for Sea: A History of the Supply Corps.” This will
be a book we will all want on our coffee table and should be
published by year’s end. Another great event this year is our
first travel adventure with the Oakleaf Cruise in Southern
France...we are totally booked and have a sizeable wait list.
Hopefully this will be the first of many opportunities for
us to get together with our friends and former shipmates
to renew old memories and establish new ones.
We all know that the heart blood of our Foundation has
been and will continue to be our scholarship program. This
year we established two new categories of scholarships and
I hope that we get some well-deserving applications for
technical schools and spouse scholarships. Remember, the
deadline for all scholarships is March 7th...no extensions!
There have been several “Eye-on-Ethics” Grams issued
by the NAVSUP Office of General Counsel recently. They are
posted on the Foundation website www.usnscf.com. Two are
designed to clarify what Chapter activities our active duty
members can and cannot participate in. The Foundation has
been working with that office to ensure that we and all of
our Chapters operate not only within the IRS regulations for
non-profit organizations (which we have these many years),
but also within Navy and DoD regulations. As usual, the
Supply Corps must continue to be leaders in the world of
military ethics and our behavior must be above reproach.
Your Board of Directors is dedicated to making sure we fulfill
our obligation to each of you -- active, reserve, retired and
former -- to perpetuate the values, traditions, and history
of our Supply Corps at the highest ethical standards. We
have a long and distinguished tradition of “taking care of
our own” and we commit to continuing that legacy to you
and your families.
CAPT John Kizer, SC, USN (Ret.)

New website available
(Continued)

With the launch of the new website you can now choose
to read The Oakleaf on the web and discontinue the paper
copy. If you already have a user account at www.usnscf.com,
login and deselect the print option for the publication under
the daytime phone number in your profile. If you don’t have
an account, you can create a new one by clicking on Log In
then register under the Make a Donation button. Not sure if
you have an account? Send an e-mail to webadmin@usnscf.
com and request a search.
The new website makes it easier to communicate the
many exciting events and programs of the Foundation
and the Chapters. Your input and feedback is invited and
encouraged. Please send your suggestions to TheOakleaf@
usnscf.com.
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About the Foundation
Anyone who has ever worn the Oakleaf of the
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Navy Supply Corps Foundation, an organization whose mission
is to perpetuate the values, traditions, history and camaraderie
of the Supply Corps throughout the lives of its members.
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The Oakleaf
Over 15 percent return achieved on Foundation investments for 2013
By CDR Dennis Collins, SC, USN, IAC Chair
Despite an economy still recovering
from the effects of the Great Recession,
a 16-day government shutdown, and
persistent high long-term unemployment rates, investors showed sustained
optimism throughout 2013 with US and
International equity indices posting
solid gains. In fact, the Dow Jones
Industrial Average notched its best
annual gain in 18 years. Other asset
classes commonly used for portfolio
diversification were more mixed
with real estate essentially flat for
the year and commodity markets
generally posting losses. Bonds, a major
component of most balanced portfolios,
saw declines as interest rates began to
rise. The Barclays Capital Aggregate
Bond Composite ended the year down
2.02 percent.
Major economic events that influenced markets in 2013 were budget

wrangling in Washington that brought
the U.S. government within days of
defaulting on its debt for the first time
in history, the end of a temporary cut
to Social Security payroll taxes, and the
Federal Reserve announcing in May
that it may begin tapering its stimulus
For 2013, the portfolio’s 30 percent
bonds/cash, 60 percent equities and 10
percent alternatives resulted in a
return of 15.52 percent.
spending as the economy continued its
steady, albeit slow, growth. Although
unemployment numbers fell all year
to 7 percent in November, most experts
agree that the job market is far from a
full recovery.
The foundation’s nearly $6 million
investment portfolio is guided by the

Board’s Investment Advisory Committee (IAC), which is comprised of an
all-volunteer group of active, reserve
and retired Supply Corps officers. Adhering to a strict investment discipline
in accordance with a board-approved
investment policy statement, the IAC
meets monthly via telephone to
evaluate performance, allocation
and risk factors as well as adjust
holdings as needed. For calendar
year 2013, the portfolio’s balanced
approach of roughly 30 percent
bonds/cash, 60 percent equities and
10 percent alternatives resulted in a
return of 15.52 percent and has an annualized return of 11.80 percent over
the past five years.
For questions about this article, the
portfolio or to volunteer for the IAC,
contact CDR Dennis Collins at dennis.
collins@outlook.com.

Members play a big role in career transitions
NAVNET, or the Navy Network,
is the name of a group of current and
former military members whose primary purpose is to assist each other
in career transitions. Several retired
Supply Corps officers are donating
many volunteer hours to help their fellow shipmates, playing key roles in
NAVNET, which has groups in both
San Diego and Norfolk.
CAPT (Ret.) Tom Hammons heads
up the San Diego NAVNET group. It
was established in the early 90s by a
group of Supply Corps officers who
retired in San Diego and started to get
together to “provide mutual support,
share job leads and have breakfast,”
Hammons says. It has evolved into a
group of over 7,300 members, including all services, who continue to do the
same things. Some members might be
looking for opportunities; others may
represent companies searching for talent. Members receive several e-mails

a week listing job opportunities that
Hammons has received.
NAVNET hosts a breakfast on the
third Friday of each month in Mission
Valley. “We start at 0700 and are usually
out of there by 8:15,” Hammons says.
As many as 100 people attend and those

NAVNET provides assistance to
current and former military members
in career transitions.
who want to get “15 seconds to practice
their elevator speech,” Hammons says.
CAPT (Ret.) Loren Heckelman and
CDR (Ret.) Bruce Green head up the
Norfolk NAVNET group, which has
a roster of some 800 members. Green
originally retired in San Diego and
joined NAVNET there but wound up
moving back east in 2003 and wanted
to have the same experience in Norfolk.
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Both groups operate in basically the
same way, meeting monthly for breakfast, on the 3rd Friday of the month,
and sending out several e-mails weekly
forwarding job opportunities.
Each group maintains an Excel
spreadsheet with contact information
that members use to get in touch
with individual NAVNET members
in companies they are interested in
working for. Both groups have a
policy that the list may not be used
to shotgun resumes or solicit any
other type of business.
For more information on NAVNET
contact Tom Hammons at tjhammons@
aol.com, Bruce Green at bgreen1800@
aol.com or Loren Heckelman at loren.
heckelman@cox.net.
All agree - networking can make a
big difference. Green says he gets thank
you e-mails all the time. It’s a simple
message but worth hearing. “You got
me in the door and I got a job!”

The Oakleaf
Book Corner
Former Supply Corps officer’s novel comes highly recommended
RADM (Ret). Don Hickman just finished a book by forThe story is compelling. Jake Palmer, an investigative
mer Supply Corps officer Ron McManus and recommends consultant and former Navy SEAL, uncovers a terrorist plot
it to members. Titled The Drone Enigma, Hickman called to seize electronic control of a top-secret Navy drone and sets
the book “addictive – you don’t
out to stop those responsible
The Drone Enigma, [is] “addictive – you
want to put it down!” McMabefore they launch an attack.
nus, a 1968 graduate of the Navy
Published by Koehler Books,
don’t want to put it down!”
Supply Corps School in Athens,
The Drone Enigma is available
Ga., served aboard the USS San Marcos (LSD 25) and then online at Amazon and Barnes and Noble as well as in an e-book
in Vietnam, where he was assigned to NAVSUPPACT Sai- version and in bookstores. For more complete information,
gon and the Naval Advisory Group, providing logistical visit Ron-McManus.com.
support to the Navy’s patrol boat riverine operations. He
Book Corner welcomes recommendations of military rebegan writing in 2007 after retiring from his civilian job at lated books that members are reading. Send your suggestions
GlaxoSmithKline.
to TheOakleaf@comcast.net.
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Greater Boston Area CAPT Alan Rieper
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Great Salt Lake
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CAPT Kyle Luksovsky
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Monterey Peninsula LCDR Nick Ulmer
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NewportPres@usnscf.com
Northeast Georgia LT Michael McCleary
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NorthwestPres@usnscf.com
Ohio
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OhioPres@usnscf.com
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PhiladelphiaPres@usnscf.com
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CAPT Mark Semmler
SanDiegoPres@usnscf.com
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CDR Terrel Fisher
SaseboPres@usnscf.com
Sigonella
CDR Christopher Waldron
SigonellaPres@usnscf.com
Southwest Asia
CDR Chip Elliott
SWAsiaPres@usnscf.com
St. Louis
CAPT Frank Nevarez
StLouisPres@usnscf.com
Tampa Bay
CAPT David Meyers
TampaBayPres@usnscf.com
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CAPT Burt Brunson
WashingtonDCPres@usnscf.com
Kansas

When new officers are installed, be sure to send president’s name and e-mail address to tomsfree@cox.net.
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Looking for memories: Share your sea stories
By RADM Dan McKinnon, SC, USN (Ret.)
The Navy Supply Corps experience is unique. Our careers Demand Control Points; the Clothing Supply Office, General
take us horizontally across all war fighting specialties and we Stores Supply Office, Ship’s Store Supply Office, Ordnance Supgo places and do things Line officers do not. Our business of ply Office, Yard and Docks Supply Office, etc. I got nothing.
business takes us into light corners and dark. Young officers
BUT…. Ted Barkerding told about a “pre-Supply” program
learn from our experience and the rest of us of a certain age at business schools in World War II; Ron McManus told about
love a good yarn. Who doesn’t like
pre-Vietnam jungle survival training
to hear a “sea story” and watch the Send your Supply Corps “sea story” to Dan that took place in a Virginia winter
teller labor to make it predominantly
forest (go figure…thanks OP!); Bob
McKinnon at Themckinnons@aol.com.
truthful? So the Oakleaf Editor and I
Robinson wrote about helping save
thought we would try something.
sailors clinging to rafters in a buildSend your Supply Corps “sea story” (limit 200 words) to ing flooded during a Taiwan typhoon …with ENS Pete Bondi
Dan McKinnon at Themckinnons@aol.com.
giving up his life jacket; John McKechnie as a teenager during
Once a quarter I will pick what I think is the best tale and World War II lived next door to future Chief Jim Bounty on
reward the author with a memento from the Supply Corps Ford Island; and Karl Holle told me that when graduating
Foundation catalog. This is for fun and absent any thought from NSCS Athens he was excited about orders to run a Navy
of an egalitarian democratic selection process or expectation Exchange at the tip of South America until he discovered
of complete accuracy.
Argentia was in Canada.
In the last issue I sought historic stories of the old Supply
WHAT STORY IS IN YOUR WALLET?

Chapter Profile
Kansas Chapter includes University of Kansas and more
As soon as LCDR Chris Radke arrived in Lawrence,
Kansas, to begin his studies in the University of Kansas
petroleum management MBA program, he began to think
about setting up a Navy Supply Corps Foundation Chapter.
“I thought it was important to stay connected with the Navy
and the Supply Corps community while we were here in
Kansas,” he says, and establishing a Chapter for the nearly
dozen students in the graduate program here seemed like a
great way to do that.
At any given time there are about a dozen Supply Corps
officers at the University, equally divided between their first
and second year classes. The program, which results in an
MBA with a petroleum management emphasis, includes the
standard MBA courses in finance, marketing and leadership
as well as those in petroleum engineering, such as corrosion,
environmental issues and plant safety.
The chapter, officially established just last spring, has
already held a number of events. Last September they had a
family picnic to welcome the new class of students and their
families. “We held it at Overlook Park, on Clinton Lake,”
Radke says, adding “we’ll probably have another to mark
the end of the school year.”
The chapter also hosts happy hour get-togethers after
school, which in addition to building camaraderie gives
them an opportunity to share what’s going on in the Navy
and the Supply Corps. It’s a great way to network, Radke
says. “Any time you have six Navy officers together, they
will talk shop!” he adds with a smile. Recently the group
hosted a get together for the Army Navy game, which ended
with a rewarding Navy victory.
Radke is focused on identifying retired and reserve
members for the chapter. “We cover Eastern Kansas, with
Lawrence here as the center,” he says. “There must be more
around here somewhere!” He recently heard from a retired

Kansas Chapter members include, from left, LT Wilfreddo
Oteromatos, LT Joseph Bossi, LT Joshua Melchert, LCDR
Christopher Radke, LT Scott McCarthy, LT Anas Maazouzi,
LT Andrew Lovgren, LCDR Jarett Wolfe, LT Colin Hartigan.
member living nearby who found the Chapter through the
Supply Corps Foundation website. “That was great!” he
says, adding that since the students are here only two years,
it would be good for the chapter to maintain continuity with
an established retiree base. He was happy to also learn that
the Foundation can provide a list of members who live in the
area of the Chapter.
Chapter officers include LCDR Radke, President; LCDR
Jarett Wolfe, Vice President; LCDR (Sel) Andrew Lovgren
(Treasurer); and LT Wilfredo Oteromatos (Secretary). For
more about the chapter contact LCDR Radke at KansasPres@
usnscf.com.
Want to see your chapter profiled in the next issue of The
Oakleaf? Send us a tip at TheOakleaf@comcast.net. We’ll do
the rest!
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Foundation supports chapter family events
By CAPT Tom Billings, SC, USN (Ret.), Chapter Relations
As we dig out from a bitter winter similar type get-togethers that include the following information:
season, it’s time to begin planning for members, spouses, children, significant
• a description of the function,
warmer weather activities. Remember others, and friends of the local Supply
• where it was or will be held,
that the Board of Directors of your Navy Corps Chapter.
• the actual or an estimate of numSupply Corps Foundation instituted
The funding subsidy may be awarded
ber of participants by category, i.e.,
a program called the Commumembers, spouses, significant
nity Values and Traditions (CVT)
others, children and friends
Community Values and Traditions Program
Program. In its continuing effort
• the actual or an estimate of the
to perpetuate the values, tradi- perpetuates the values, traditions and history of
cost,
tions and history of the Supply
• the portion of the cost requested
the Supply Corps.
Corps, and to take care of our
from Foundation
own through camaraderie, recogThe Foundation looks forward
nition, financial support and commemo- either before or after the event. To apply with pleasure to providing this annual
ration, the Board set aside funding to for a contribution from the CVT Program, monetary support to enhance local essubsidize annual community gatherings the Chapter may provide an e-mail to prit de corps and chapter enrichment
for each of the regional Supply Corps the Foundation Chief Staff Officer, CDR events throughout the Supply Corps
Chapters.
Evans (evans@usnscf.com), with a copy community. We encourage you to share
The community gatherings will to the Foundation Board Chair, CAPT your photos with us; please send yours
generally be in the form of picnics or John Kizer (jlkizer@aol.com), providing to TheOakleaf@comcast.net.

In Memoriam
The Oakleaf is aware of the following members of the Supply
Corps community who passed away recently. A complete list
of names is on www.usnscf.com along with available obituaries. Please let us know of those who have passed away for
this column and on the website by forwarding information
to TheOakleaf@comcast.net.
2014

CAPT Charles E. Whiteside, SC, USN (Ret.)
2013

January 10

CAPT J.W. Lemay Jr., SC, USN (Ret.)
December 3
CDR Paul K. Harnad, SC,USN (Ret.)
November 26
CDR Claud G. Robinson, SC, USN (Ret.)
November 24
CAPT John C. Lewis, SC, USN (Ret.)
October 22
CDR Robert E. Morris, SC, USN (Ret.)
October 4
RADM Robert Spiro, SC, USN (Ret.)
October 1
CAPT Herbert M. Harms, SC, USN (Ret.)
September 27
CDR Don Hammond Feeney, SC, USN (Ret.) September 27
CDR Newell Gaasedelen, SC, USN (Ret.)
September 23
CAPT Thomas J. Mulligan Jr., SC, USN (Ret.) September 21
CAPT Norman R. Harbaugh, SC, USN (Ret.) September 20
CDR Thomas P. Higgins Jr., SC, USN (Ret.) September 13
CDR Paul Charette, SC, USN (Ret.)
September 8
CDR Willie L. Spradlin, SC, USN (Ret.)
August 27
CDR Murel F. Clancey, SC, USN (Ret.)
July 10
CAPT Horace E. Nichols, SC, USN (Ret.)
July 3

LCDR Wayne D. Dewey, SC, USN (Ret.)
LT Edward Savage, SC, USN (Ret.)
CDR James Ard, SC, USN (Ret.)
CDR Donald F. Springer, SC, USN (Ret.)
LT Sidney Bell, SC, USN, (Ret.)
CAPT Eugene Garvin, SC, USN (Ret.)
CAPT Bernard Bassing, SC, USN (Ret.)
2012

LT David A. Grammer Jr., SC, USN (Ret.)
LCDR Raymond E. Emery, SC, USN (Ret.)
2011

LTJG Richard Dorff, SC, USN (Ret.)
LCDR Norman A. Peterson, SC, USN (Ret.)
LCDR Ross Santonil, SC, USN (Ret.)
2010

LCDR Joseph T. Anastasi, SC, USN (Ret.)
2006

LCDR Paul R. Brigham, SC, USN (Ret.)
*CAPT Edward F. Gaetz Jr., SC, USN (Ret.)
*CAPT Samuel Dawkins, SC, USN (Ret.)
*CDR Roy S. Nunnally, SC, USN (Ret.)
*CDR Frederick Saling, SC, USN (Ret.)
*LCDR Edward B. Barnett, SC, USN (Ret.)
*LT Herbert D. Bennett, SC, USN (Ret.)
*LT Edward T. Rucka, SC, USN (Ret.)
*LT George T. Gibson, SC, USN (Ret.)
*Date of passing unknown
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May 20
April 30
April 28
April 14
April 4
March 27
March 29
December 19
May
January 12
October 8
March 7
December 11
April 8

The Oakleaf
In the Supply Corps Family
Reliving December 7, 1941, through a child’s eyes
What would it have been like to be
a six-year-old child living in Hawaii on
Ford Island on the morning of December
7, 1941? Much has been written about
the December 7, 1941, surprise attack
on Pearl Harbor and its subsequent effect on the nation. However, relatively
little is known about one small group
of survivors – the 200 plus women and
children, mostly Navy dependents, living on Ford Island, for whom the events
of that Sunday morning left vivid, searing and dramatic memories that would
never be forgotten.
Katrina Luksovsky, the wife of Supply Corps CAPT Kyle Luksovsky,
moved to Hawaii in January 2013 when
Kyle was assigned as Force Supply
Officer for the Submarine Pacific Fleet.
They were given housing on historic
Ford Island in a home that sits right
in front of Pearl Harbor and 100 yards
from the Arizona Memorial. Right
away, “both of us became interested
in learning more about the history of
the island,” Katrina recalls.
After taking a tour of historic Hickam
field, Katrina approached her tour guide,
Jesse Higa, with a request. “I told her I
lived on Ford Island and would love to
find out who lived in my historic home
in December 1941,” she remembers.
A month later she learned that her
house had been home to the CAPT Er-

Katrina Luksovsky pictured in front of Quarters H on Ford Island, where she is researching the
residents of the housing on the island during World War II and bringing them back together.

rol Willet, a Navy dentist, his wife and
two children. But instead of satisfying
her curiosity, the knowledge ignited
more questions. What about the other
18 homes that made up her neighborhood? Who lived in those homes and
what happened to the families that were
living there on December 7, 1941?
With information from her tour
guide, Katrina began to find out about
the families. “I went to town researching and locating families,” she says. “I
couldn’t stop!” To date she
has located and made contact
with 18 child residents or family members from 16 out of the
19 homes of Battleship Row.
Families in the other three
homes, including that of CDR
Charles Harter, the SUPPO on
Ford Island, “either had no
children or their children had
no children,” she says.
After contact was made,
Katrina began to receive phoFamily quarters on Ford Island were just yards away from
tographs and recollections of
where ships were attacked on December 7, 1941. The purple
their time on Ford Island.
arrow designates the USS Arizona Memorial; orange arrow
Most of the 1941 children
points to Quarters H, where Kyle and Katrina Luksovsky
are the current occupants; the red arrow points to Quarters (ranging from 2 months to
16 years old) still remember
I, home of CDR Charles and Sadie Harter, Supply Officer
in 1941; and the blue arrow points out Quarters K where
that day as vividly as if it was
the evacuation shelter for all families in the neighborhood
yesterday, she says. Many rewas located and where the Sailors and Marines swam
called racing from their homes
through burning water to get to safety.
to “the dungeon,” the bomb
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shelter at Quarters K, where VADM
Bellinger lived. It was just 100 yards
from where the Arizona was attacked.
The stories were searing. Sixteenyear- old Harry Carlson Jr. remembered
waking up in Quarters B to the sound
of shell casings and shrapnel falling in
the street outside his bedroom window.
Eight year old Charlotte Coe in Quarters
J remembered that her parents knew
about the appalling treatment of Chinese
prisoners of war by the Japanese. Her
mother implored a young Marine wearing a pistol to save three bullets if the
Japanese were to come ashore. “When I
am sure my children are dead, then you
will shoot me,” she said.
Patsy Bellinger, the 16-year-old
daughter of VADM Bellinger, recalled
seeing from the Dungeon that “the grassy
slope in front of our house was covered
with blackened, crawling, oil-covered
boys who had swum through that thick
burning mass of oil.” Her mother Miriam,
writing in 1942, noted that they quickly
gathered supplies to care for them, “ducking in and out and up and down the stairs
between flights of Jap planes.”
“Many had nightmares for months or
years afterwards. None of them like fireworks,” Katrina says, “and certain smells
remind them of the oil that burned for
days.” Some describe experiencing what
Continued on page 8

The Oakleaf
Chapter News
Memphis Chapter supports annual Engineering Day
By CDR Reggie Williams, SC, USN, Navy Personnel Command
The Memphis Chapter’s strong commitment to community outreach was recently showcased during the University of
Memphis’ annual Engineering Day last fall,
hosted by the university’s Herff College of
Engineering. The Memphis Chapter, along
with the National Naval Officers Association-Memphis Chapter, and Commander
Navy Recruiting Command worked closely
with the University of Memphis Engineering Department to positively promote the
Navy’s Science, Technology, Engineering,
and Mathematics (STEM) outreach efforts
along with the Navy’s presence in the greater Memphis community.
The event attracted over 1,800 Memphis
area students representing over 40 middle
and high schools, including public, private,
charter and parochial, as well as home-based
students. As part of the day, Navy Recruiting delivered a Navy STEM Tour vehicle
that included Navy Robotics, a laparoscopic
surgery demonstration, a model of the new
Electromagnetic Aircraft Launch System,
and interactive experiences that allowed the
students to virtually engage with Remotely
Operated Vehicles (ROVs), submarines, divers, and undersea technologies.
One of the participating schools, Southside Middle School, is a local inner-city
Memphis school which has historically
performed well below State of Tennessee

Pictured, above, with the Southside Middle School STEM Team are LT Jose Tobias and
CDR Reggie Williams from the Memphis Chapter.

educational standards. Working with
mentors from the Memphis Chapter,
Southside Middle School organized a
“STEM Team” comprised of 12 students
who actively participated in U of Memphis’ Engineering Day events.
Memphis chapter members CDR
Reggie Williams and LT Jose Tobias
coached and mentored Southside’s
STEM team in preparation for their

participation in the Engineering Day’s
“Transportation” competition. During
the competition students were challenged
with constructing K’NEX vehicles powered by a single micro power-spring motor. Although the Southside STEM Team
did not win the competition, the students
made an outstanding effort while learning a little physics along the way.

December 7, 1941, through a child’s eyes
(Continued)

today would be called post-traumatic stress disorder and others had never spoken of that day to anyone. One woman described how finally sharing that story
had brought up long buried memories that allowed her to remember her own
parents in ways she had forgotten.
Over the past year, Katrina has made it her mission to meet some of these
people in person. Travelling to San Francisco, Boston and Charlottesville, Va.,
last fall, she met five children of 1941, including Joan Zuber Earle the author of
Children of Battleship Row in which she tells her own story of what it was like
on that fateful day.
She also wonders if there is anyone out there who knew the SUPPO, CDR
Harter, who retired as a captain, or his wife Sadie. Anyone with inforamtion
may contact Katrina Luksovsky at InHarmsWay1941@yahoo.com.
In February Katrina facilitated a reunion in Virginia Beach of more than a
dozen of the children of 1941 Fords Island. Many of them, now ranging from 72
to 88 years old, had not seen each other since they left Hawaii after the attack.
For a little while, they had the opportunity to renew old frienships and reminisce
about a time and place they all shared. “The best part of the research we have
done is connecting the children of Ford Island with each other once again,”
Katrina says.
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USNA senior slot back Darius Staten (# 20)
wore a US Navy Supply Corps Patch in the
annual Army/Navy game. Navy emerged
victorious!

The Oakleaf
Scholarship Profile
Betsy Ehmcke combines volunteer activities with rigors of engineering
Paying for college is a challenge for
many college students, but when there
are triplets just three years behind you,
scholarships are lifesavers! That is the
case for Betsy Ehmcke, daughter of CAPT
(Ret.) Lance and Kathy Ehmcke, who
earned the Newport Chapter scholarship.
A freshman at Southern Methodist University outside Dallas, Texas,
Ehmcke grew up in Sioux City, Iowa

“It was a relief to know
I wouldn’t have to go
into debt.”
Betsy Ehmcke
where she attended East High School
and where her triplet sisters and brother
are currently enrolled as sophomores.
Ehmcke chose SMU both for its location and the rigor of its mechanical engineering program, which is her chosen
field. She lives on a floor reserved for
engineering majors and finds that to be

a real plus. “It has helped me tremendously to live near others with the same
course load and commitment,” she says.
Ehmcke was very active in high
school, admitting with a smile to being one of the “over involved kids!”
She was a singer and musician in the
school’s show band for four years, was
a competition participant in the NASA
Space Settlement Design Competition
(both nationally and internationally)
and was active in the Children of the
American revolution, including serving most recently as National Recording Secretary.
At SMU she is also a member of
ASME, the mechanical engineering network, and Engineers Without Borders,
which partners with developing communities worldwide to improve their
quality of life.
When she learned she had been
awarded the Foundation scholarship,
Ehmcke says she was “so excited! Paying
for college is a huge thing and I felt like

Betsy Ehmcke

the burden was lifted,” she recalls. “It
was a relief to know I wouldn’t have to
go into debt.”
“I want to thank the scholarship
donors for allowing me to have these
opportunities,” she added. “I am so
grateful and I feel really blessed.”

Member News
Supply Corps Vietnam veterans reunite 40 plus years later
Five of six Supply Corps officers, who
served together in Vietnam (1970-1971),
recently held a reunion in Virginia. According to Ron McManus, “we had different responsibilities, but our primary
role was to provide support for the Navy’s
Patrol Boat Riverine operations. We were
junior officers: lieutenants, lieutenant junior grade, and ensigns. Beamer, Byrne,
and Shepherd stayed in the Navy until
retirement. Edwards, Monnin, and I left
the Navy after completing our initial
military obligation following our tours
in Vietnam.”
Pictured at right in Atlanta, Georgia, in the mid70s are, top row, from right, LT Ron McManus,
LCDR Al Byrne, CDR Bob Shepherd; bottom
row, LT Doug Edwards, CAPT Pat Beamer.
In 2011, above, the group gatherd with family
members in Howardsville, Va. From right, are LT
Edwards, Betty Edwards, LCDR Byrne, Mary Lynn Mathre, CDR Shepherd, Carol Shepherd, Katherine Monnin, LT Will Monnin, Mildred McManus, LT McManus.
Note: ranks listed are the highest rank obtained for each member
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The Oakleaf
Member News
CAPT Sapera honored by Athens community

Last fall the Athens, Georgia, Regional Foundation dedicated its new home at
256 King Avenue and named it in honor of retired Supply Corps CAPT Leonard
J. (Len) Sapera, who served as Chair of the Regional Foundation for 23 years.
Sapera, who recently also completed a term as Vice Chair of the Navy Supply
Corps Foundation, was presented with a proclamation naming and dedicating
the house the Leonard J. Sapera Building. Surrounded by his wife Eileen, his
three children, son-in-law, and three of his grandchildren, Len expressed his love
of Athens Regional and his appreciation for the honor.

Ships Store

Order Lands’ End clothing with
Supply Corps Logo and Oakleaf

You can order clothing with the Ready for
Sea or two different sizes of the Oakleaf on
Lands’ End clothing. Choose shirt, jacket,
etc., and have your choice of logo applied.
To order your Land’s End gear, go to ces.
landsend.com/Navy_Supply_Corps_Foundation. Using this link is the only way to
access clothing and gear with the Supply
Corps logos.

Chapter News
Patuxent River Chapter focuses on giving back to the community in 2014
By LCDR Kevin McNulty, SC, USN
Get fit, save money, eat healthy. Many
of us have made at least one of these
resolutions for 2014. The members of the
Patuxent River Chapter, however, have
set a more ambitious goal for this year.
The chapter has designated 2014 as The
Year of Giving Back.
The Year of Giving Back builds on
the personal, behind-the-scenes efforts
many chapter members already make.
“As I talk to people within the chapter,
I’m amazed at the things people are
doing, from coaching to volunteering
at food banks and homeless shelters,”
said CAPT Kurt M. Chivers, the chapter
president. “Our goal is to harness the
talents of Team Pax and volunteer our
time once a month for the people and
organizations that need it.”
Why give back? In a time when many
Americans are struggling to make ends
meet, Team Pax is very fortunate. Our

members enjoy stable jobs, a steady income, and a network of people on which
they can depend.
Unfortunately, the same is not true
for some of our neighbors in Southern

Patuxent River Chapter has
designated 2014
“The Year for Giving Back.”
Maryland, where NAS Patuxent River is
located. The poverty rate in Lexington
Park, the town nearest the base, was 18.3
percent between 2008 and 2012, according to the U.S. Census Bureau. Overall,
the Census Bureau reported that nearly
one in 10 Marylanders lived in poverty
between 2008 and 2012. In addition, tight
budgets have resulted in less spending
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on public services, such as education.
The Year of Giving Back aims to
help some of our less fortunate neighbors. A diverse group with many skills,
Team Pax currently has 84 members:
32 business and financial managers, 20
contracting officers, 11 logisticians, and
21 retirees. In addition to their professional expertise, the team has members
who are woodworkers, cooks, and sports
coaches. Members serve in leadership
roles in local church and civic organizations. Several members also focus
on preparing our future generation of
leaders in the Boy Scouts of America and
other youth organizations. Their military
experience has adeptly prepared them
to tackle these and many different challenges head-on.
“We’re a very talented group,” said
Chivers. “We believe we can make a
difference in this community.”

The Oakleaf
Estate planning: who needs it?
By RADM Tom Hill, SC, USN (Ret.), Chair, Development Committee
• If you or your spouse passed away
today, are you uncertain about what
would happen to your assets?
• Do you have minor children, children
with disability, parents or others who
are dependent on you? Would they
be in financial trouble if you were not
here to provide for them?
• If you became incapacitated, would
your family have to go through court
proceedings to carry on your affairs?
• If death occurred and court approval
was required to release accounts for
working capital, could it disrupt a
farm, business or the overall family
financial well-being?
• Do you have children by a previous
marriage?
• Do you own real estate in more than
one state?
• If your current plan of distribution
was followed, would assets have to
be sold to pay expenses?
• Would potential nursing home expenses create a hardship for your family?
• Would you like to avoid probate fees
of your estate?

• Are you interested in eliminating or
minimizing estate taxes?
• Do you own assets in your sole name?
• Do you plan to gift any property prior
to your death?
• Has it been more than one or two years
since you reviewed your estate plan
including your last will, life insurance

Committing desires and objectives to
paper can make goals more attainable.
policies and other documents such as
old 401K plans, 403B plans, and old
plans for company stock purchases
that have beneficiary designations?
These documents are especially important since a beneficiary properly
designated many years prior to even
your last will, frequently and likely
will be given precedence and could
provide a very negative surprise.
If you answered yes to any of the
above questions, there are potential issues in the areas of tax, costs and delays
or probate or simply lack of a plan that

carries out your wishes. To get your
questions properly addressed you will
need one or more competent estate planners with expertise in the current laws,
tax planning and investment savvy.
RADM Thomas J. Hill, SC, USN, (Ret.)
retired from the Naval Reserve in 2002
and has been a Financial Advisor for
over 20 years. He can be reached on his
personal e-mail at ret.chop2002@gmail.
com should you have any questions about
this article. He can also direct you on
how you can make a contribution to the
Foundation.
Neither the developer of this article, nor the Navy
Supply Corps Foundation, is providing legal or
tax advice as to the matters discussed herein.
The discussion herein is general in nature and is
provided for informational purposes only. There is
no guarantee as to its accuracy or completeness.
It is not intended as legal advice and individuals may not rely upon it (including for purposes
of avoiding tax penalties imposed by the IRS or
state or local tax authorities). Individuals should
consult their own legal and tax counsel as to matters discussed herein and before entering into any
estate planning trust, investment, retirement or
insurance arrangement.

Chapter News
Philadelphia victorious in 55th “Phil-Mech”

NAVSUP WSS military members pose for a photo after the basketball portion of Phil-Mech. The 55th “Phil-Mech” military games were held
in Philadelphia last fall. The two-day camaraderie-building competition annually pits service members from Mechanicsburg and Philadelphia
against one another in 11 events. Though fun and friendly, Philadelphia has bragging rights for the fifth consecutive time, snatching eight
events to Mechanicsburg’s three. A staple of Supply Corps culture, Phil-Mech is meant to foster esprit de corps among the “Varsity Team”
through various indoor and outdoor activities. Next year, the event will be hosted by Mechanicsburg. Photo by LT Jesse Kiengsiri.
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Navy Supply Corps Foundation
P.O. Box 6228
Athens, Georgia 30604

Choose to read The Oakleaf on the web and discontinue the paper copy
If you already have a user account at www.usnscf.com, login, click on your name then Update, and
deselect the print option for the publication under the daytime phone number in your profile. If you
don’t have an account, you can create a new one by clicking on Log In then register under the Make
a Donation button. Not sure if you have an account? Send an e-mail to webadmin@usnscf.com and
request a search. You will receive an e-mail with a link to new issues of The Oakleaf.

Contribute to the Navy Supply Corps Foundation

#

If you would like to help with Supply Corps Foundation projects or make a donation to the Foundation
please complete the coupon below and return it to us at the address below. You can also donate online by
going to www.usnscf.com and select “Giving.” Select “Get Involved” to volunteer.
Name: _____________________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________________
		_____________________________________________________
Preferred telephone number: ____________________________________

Best time to call: ______________________

E-mail address: _____________________________________________________

I would like to volunteer.
		

I would like to contribute
My check for _______ is enclosed.

Return to: Navy Supply Corps Foundation, PO Box 6228, Athens, GA 30604

