N

PS

UPPLY CO
R
YS
AV

FOU

The

ND ATI O N

Oakleaf

The newsletter of the U.S. Navy Supply Corps Foundation

July 2017

Eighty-two Scholarships totaling $250,000 awarded for 2017-2018
By CDR Jack Evans, SC, USN (Ret.), Chief Staff Officer

Fifty-two students, including
children and grandchildren of
Supply Corps officers and Supply
enlisted personnel, were awarded
U.S. Navy Supply Corps Foundation
scholarships worth $145,000 for
the 2017-2018 academic year. In
addition, thirty scholarships valued
at $105,000 had been awarded
previously as multiyear awards, for
a total scholarship award for this
year of $250,000.

The board included CAPT Ken
Epps, SC, USN (Active Duty chair);
CAPT Mike Plunkett, SC, USN (Ret.)
(Retired chair); CAPT James Shelton, SC, USN (Reserve chair); CMC
Sid Dawson USN (Ret.) (Senior Enlisted chair); Mrs. Mercedes Turner
(Spouse’s Club chair); and CDR Jack
Evans, SC, USN (Ret.) (Recorder).
Again, this year the scholarship
applications were uploaded to a secure website making them available

for each board member to review
and grade from home. The selection board convened virtually in
March and then met as a group on
May 5 in Atlanta. The 107 applicants
were ranked on scholastic ability,
character, leadership, and financial
need. Names of the applicants were
blacked-out on the application in
order to remove any bias in the selection process.
Of the total scholarships awardContinued on page 19

Dallas Fort Worth stands up newest chapter
By CDR Laura Foster, SC, USN
The Dallas Fort Worth Area Chapter was officially started in January 2017 with the installation
of the Board of Directors. Our first event was the
cake cutting celebrating the Supply Corps’ 222nd
birthday at the Lone Star Center aboard NAS JRB
Fort Worth, TX, pictured on our website www.
usnscf.com.
As we get the word out to all active, reserve and
retired Supply Corps officers in the DFW and surrounding areas, we are expecting a full schedule
of events for our members.
Pictured at right, Dallas Fort Worth Chapter officers, from
left, are CDR (Ret.) Bill Zabicki - Vice President, LT Garry
Natale - Treasurer, CDR Donna Johnson - President, LT
Steve Archer - Secretary.
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The Oakleaf
Thoughts from the Chairman
Program accomplishments abound
As I write this, your Foundation just completed
the Spring 2017 Board meeting and selected the 2017
scholarship recipients. The meeting was full of energy,
updates, accomplishments and plans for the future as
briefed by the committee chairs. Look for continuing
updates in The Oakleaf as well as on the website.
We also welcomed two new Foundation staff members; Ms Amy Emerson, webmaster and social media
manager and Ms Dena McMaster, Database Manager.
Both are Supply Corps spouses. Learn more about them
in The Oakleaf article on page 11. They will be working
to increase our social media content and outreach as
well as update and maintain our member database.
The Scholarship selection board, headed by CAPT
Ken Epps, did their usual outstanding job reviewing
all the applications and making the tough decisions.
This year we awarded 82 scholarships valued at
$250,000; 52 new scholarships and 30 previous selectees of multi-year scholarships were reaffirmed.  
Watch the website (www.usnscf.com) for video selfies
made by the students sharing why this scholarship is
important to them.
A new scholarship opportunity is a $10,000 scholarship awarded over four years. Donations can be made
for the total amount or $2,500 per year for the four years.
This is an excellent opportunity for the donor and student to forge a long-term relationship. Because of your
generous donations, we can establish new scholarship
opportunities and continue to make a positive effect
on the future of our Supply Corps families.
Our new Volunteer Committee selected five individuals to serve two-year terms; three active duty, one retired
and one spouse. (See article page 5) They will be assigned
to support specific committees. We look forward to their
contributions in support of the Foundation.
The August 2018 Oakleaf Douro River, Portugal cruise
is already nearly 60 percent booked. Only a few river
cruise companies offer this trip, and they often sell out a
year in advance. Don’t miss this exceptional opportunity
(and great value) for Supply Corps camaraderie while
enjoying the scenery of Portugal. Supply Corps family
and friends are encouraged to contact Pat Loeser at
patloes@cox.net or check out our website (www.usnscf.
com) for more information and to book your cabin.
Looking ahead, the Fall 2017 board meeting will be
on Nov. 11, 2017, in San Diego. Chapter presidents are
invited and encouraged to attend this meeting, as we
will be focusing on how to better support our chapters.
Continued on page 3
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About the Foundation
Anyone who has ever worn the Oakleaf of the
U.S. Navy Supply Corps is automatically a member of the
U.S. Navy Supply Corps Foundation, an organization whose
mission is to perpetuate the values, traditions, history and
camaraderie of the Supply Corps throughout the lives of its
members.
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The Oakleaf
What My Service Meant to Me
By Leonard Lauder
Chairman Emeritus of The Estee Lauder Companies Inc.
U.S. Navy Supply Corps Officer (active & reserve) 1955-1963
U.S. Navy Supply Corps Foundation Distinguished Alumnus
A friend recently reminded me of
something I once said to him: When
someone asks me what I owe my
success in life to, the answer is easy.
I owe it to the lessons I learned in the
United States Navy.
Everything that came afterward
can be traced back to my time serving.
I received my commission from
Newport OCS in 1955. This was followed by the Navy Supply Corps
School in Athens, GA, which sharpened my financial and strategic planning skills.
My tours included the USS Leyte
(CVS 32) and the USS Charles R. Ware
(DD 865).
On the Leyte, I was the ship’s
store officer, and I found that I loved
making sure the Sailors had what
they needed, as it really boosted
morale. (I’ve always been a merchant
at heart, I guess!)
As a young officer, about 22 years
old, I also learned accountability,
responsibility, and delegation. No
organization can run without them,
and I certainly couldn’t have built
tiny Estee Lauder without them.
I also learned the value of training,
and of fairness, firmness, and trust.
When I left active duty in
1958, I officially joined The Estée
Lauder Companies. It was a small

company, just finding its
way. We were doing about
$800,000 worth of business
in the United States. But the
Navy had shown me how to
be a leader—leaders aren’t
born; they’re taught—and
that as a leader, I needed
the people who worked for
me to want me to succeed.
The Navy had also made
me realize that there were a
lot of people who were much
smarter than I was (at graduation, I ranked 12th of 24),
and they came from every
state in the union. My job
therefore was to hire people
who were better than I was.
The strength of our company
today is the fact that none
of us are ever threatened by
people who are smarter than
we are. The Navy is great because of the men and women
who serve and represent its
ideals, and the wealth of a
Company is also its people.
My Navy service also
taught me to respect tradition and
to celebrate what we have.
And, finally, it heightened my
already-great patriotism and my
pride in the United States.

Leonard Lauder

I am proud to have served in
the U.S. Navy, proud to have built
and sustained a major cosmetics
company, and prouder still to be
an American.

Thoughts from the Chairman
Continued from page 2
Also there are several openings for
board members starting in 2018. If
you are interested in giving back to
our community, consider becoming

a board member or a member of the
Volunteer Committee. If interested,
contact Jack Evans, Chief Staff Officer, at cso@usnscf.com.
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Please share your ideas and comments with me at foundationchair@
usnscf.com.
RADM Linda Bird, SC, USN (Ret.)

The Oakleaf
Memories and shared sea stories: Have you read your fitness report lately?
By RADM Dan McKinnon, SC, USN (Ret.)
I haven’t … and never did. But
think I will….if nothing else to ensure that when gone they won’t fall
into the hands of the Russians, or
grandchildren. Who knows what
indiscretions they might reveal?
Fitness Reports have always been
a mystery. I never read them, and
cannot think of one time that a boss
sat down with me to discuss my performance. If asked, my heart would
have raced. Unbelievable you say?
OK, the one time I read my file was
when as a lieutenant I drove down
from NAS Lakehurst to see my detailer, LCDR George Chegan. Nervous and shaking I asked him for
that independent sea duty turned
down as a JG. His reply, “go upstairs
and read your fitness reports.” Sweat
broke out. Clearly he was telling
me I was not good enough to be a
department head….and should go
read failure for myself instead of
bothering him.
That was the last time; except once
when I wanted to see what war hero
and boss Ken Wheeler had to say. I
don’t like being nervous. OK, I took an
occasional peak when assigned to OP.
I think you should join me and
poke back through those dusty files.
The quest for you, however, is to find
a favorite line in one of your fitness
reports. Share it and I will share with
all. Non-attribution is OK. As a commander I was recorder for three captain and three flag selection boards.
I loved some of the words I saw. In
those days it was important to mention your wife. You may remember,
“They are a great husband and wife
team”? My all time favorite was a
captain report that said, “The stars in
her eyes should be on his shoulders.”
Here are some other favorites
from two tours in OP. “My Wardroom Mess Officer is depriving a
village somewhere of its idiot.” “He
has carried out each of his supply
duties to his entire satisfaction.“
“Works well when under constant

supervision.” “This Supply Corps
officer will go far, and the sooner the
better.” “My Disbursing Officer has
occasional flashes of adequacy”.
One of my fondest OP memories
was when Don Weatherson drove
me to work and played sermons on
tape. He was seeking ideas for a next
Sunday School lesson. Don founded
the Community Bible Survey, which
uses the Internet to teach the beauty
One of my favorite fitrep lines -“He has carried out his supply
duties to his entire satisfaction.”
of daily Bible reading. His book,
“Bible Reading for Everyone,” is an
inspiration. Don recalls that when
moving the Navy Exchange Command from New York to Virginia
he gave up the historic “Surgeon
General’s House” at the old Brooklyn Navy Yard, moving remarkable
antiques and fixtures to adorn the
equally historic “Virginia House” at
Naval Station Norfolk.
Every chapter a sea story. Every
chapter a Division Officer lesson.
These were thoughts as I read the
manuscript of Doug Moore and his
1962 Supply Officer deployment
on USS Prichett, a DD on Taiwan
Straits patrol. Division flagship, the
Prichett cycled between Hong Kong,
Subic, Sasbo, Kaosiung, and Yokosuka during a tense time. Theirs
was electronic surveillance of China
and concern of the earlier Quemoy
Matsu crisis. Each chapter has a sea
story and a lesson. There was the
mess cook often drunk, who could
not read, changed, and had a career
and a father who said the Navy made
his son a man. There was the Jewish
doctor who abhorred his service,
was a wardroom lounge rat, but became valuable when the Commodore
had him offer circumcisions. There
were the stewards who bought Military Payment Certificates (MPCs)
July 2017  •  p. 4

from the bars and made a bundle
when they were converted to new
ones. There was when the ship was
painted to impress an Admiral and
the tainted paint turned pink. There
was the sailor who had his wedding
ring recovered with a “tariff” from
a house of ill repute. There was the
con when a CPO had the Alcohol
and Drug Custodian issue alcohol to
make cough suppressant, “Brownies
Mixture,” when in reality the SUPPO
contributed to a CPO Mess party
punch. There was the mimeographing of DO “currency” to use as IOU’s
on a payday when the safe wouldn’t
open. Sea stories? Yes, but also imagination, caring, and life lessons.
I heard from Joe Reagan whose
vertrep order of fresh eggs dropped
and became scrambled; later a CO to
CO highline gave the ship one egg.
Larry Stangl told how he converted
the chief engineer and supply system
critic into a friend using ingenuity
to find a CASREP part. Rob Robbins told how on frigate Lockwood as
Helo Control Officer someone saw a
man in the water from nearby USS
Midway. Midway launched a helo, the
pilot got vertigo in the dark night,
went down, and all were saved by
another helo. Back in Yoko the saved
pilot gave Rob beer and no blame.
Emmett Delateur told me a remarkable “can-do” tale when, as
new SSBN SUPPO, his CO asked
about beer for the beer-cheese soup he
made for halfway night. How Emmett
bought beer, smuggled it aboard with
a clever morale letter and the help of
a crypto box, only to find out from
an amazed CO and Commodore that
the soup did not need the beer, which
became locked in the XO’s safe. What
would Rickover have said? He would
have hired Delateur, who I think is
now an NSCS instructor teaching
legal “can-do.”
Speaking of Rickover, Brady Cole
told about his Rickover interview
Continued on page 7

The Oakleaf
J. J. Coyne: Reaching out is key in career transition
By CDR Bill Boucek, SC, USN (Ret.), Transition Chair
Every edition of The Oakleaf, we
will interview a Supply Corps Officer and share a couple highlights
and insights from their transition.
These stories will also be published
online on the Foundations website
www.usnscf.com.
J.J. Coyne retired from the Navy
in 2009 as a LCDR from the Navy
Personnel Command in Millington,
TN. He is now the Vice President of
the Project Management Office at
Major League Football. He can be
found on LinkedIn.
Q. Tell us a little bit about your
Naval career.
A. I enlisted in the Navy as a
Storekeeper Seaman Recruit and
worked my way up to Chief and
then was commissioned through the
LDO program in 1995. Then I spent
the next fifteen years in various Supply Corps Billets in the Submarine,
Aviation, and Surface communities.
Q. When did you start preparing for
your post Navy career?
A. I would say it was about a year
out when I started to polish up my
resume, started to get the feelers
out there, and started looking at the
different job posting websites. I also
started reaching out to some of the
headhunters that work specifically
with military, the Lucas Groups, the
Military Recruiting Institutes, to see
what a guy like me can do.

Q. What is the best piece of advice
you have for those that are going to be
transitioning?
A. There are a lot of very good
Supply Corps officers that have done
this before, that have transitioned
out, and you need to reach out to
them. Reach out to your old shipmates, your mentors, your stateroom
mates. They’ll be able to give you an
idea of what it was like for them, and
everybody will have a different story
but you’ll be able to pick up bits and
pieces from each of them that will
help you to navigate your transition.
And while you’re talking to each one
of them you’re also networking, and
you’re networking with people that
understand your experience and
capabilities, so then they can refer
you to the right places and people
that may be hiring or maybe they are
hiring themselves. You never know
until you reach out to them.
Q. What is one of the biggest challenges while transitioning?
A. Regardless of the successes
you’ve had in the Supply Corps,
you’re going out as an unknown entity and you need to prove yourself
again. Being a Supply Officer and
having the Supply Corps experience really segues into a whole lot
of different opportunities and possibilities when you transition. You’ve
proven yourself in these crazy envi-

LCDR J.J. Coyne, SC, USN (Ret.)

ronments, working crazy hours with
insane demands, and you’ve done it.
You have leadership experience that
few others have ever been exposed
to. The challenge is making your
resume, your experience, and your
story easily understood outside of
the Navy.  
If you would like to become more
involved in with the Transition Committee as either a volunteer committee member or as a transitioning officer, please contact me at transition@
usnscf.com.

Volunteer Committee initial selections made
By CAPT Ken Epps, SC, USN, Volunteer Committee Chair
We are happy to report that five
worthy candidates have been selected for the inaugural Volunteer
Committee. They are CDR Donna
Jenkins, CDR (Ret.) Bob Nolan,
LCDR Mike Augustine, LCDR
Bert Philips, and Mrs. Jodi Litten
Townsend. The committee is designed to provide members a more
in-depth understanding of how the
Foundation works and match them

to available volunteer openings in
all areas of Foundation programs
and activities.
Five candidates were selected for the
inaugural Volunteer committee.
Each volunteer will be assigned
to a different Foundation program
where they will provide assistance
executing the chairperson’s vision
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while advancing the Foundation’s
mission. Serving an initial twoyear term, they will work closely
with board and committee members, developing relationships and
mentoring possibilities, and may
attend Foundation board meetings as non-voting members as
program needs require
We are delighted to have them
join the Foundation team!

The Oakleaf
2018 River cruise features the Douro River in Portugal, Porto to Porto
The Foundation is offering its third Oakleaf river cruise
next year and to date nearly 60 percent of the cabins have
been sold. Operated by Scenic Cruises, it will begin on
August 3, 2018, cruising along the beautiful Douro River
for eleven days, ending on August 13, 2018.  
Cruise prices start at $5,775 per person and run up
to $10,170 depending upon cabin selection, and include
all taxes, gratuities, shore excursions, port fees, airport
transfers and a $200 donation to the Foundation. Prices
do not include the add-on options, travel insurance
(highly recommended) or airfare. More information,
including videos, is available at www.usnscf.com
Reservations and more information about the Oakleaf cruise can be obtained by contacting Foundation
travel representative Pat Loeser at patloes@cox.net or
at 1-760-743-2971.

Board member closeup
CDR Jack Evans brings broad background to CSO role
Jack Evans, the Foundation’s
Chief Staff Officer, may be one of
the few Supply Corps officers who
started his working life as a cowboy.
Born and raised in Scottsbluff, NE, he
grew up working and living all summer long on family ranches. Riding
horses, herding cattle, and mowing
and stacking hay, Evans enjoyed it so
much he “never considered it work.”
But when he graduated from high
school in 1972, Evans found the lure
of the Navy irresistible. “I had never
seen the ocean,” he recalled.
He served six years as machinist
mate and left as an MM2. He moved
to Florida and studied accounting
at Rollins College, graduating in
1982. From his enlisted time, Evans
had “a basic idea of what a Supply
Corps officer does,” and so when he
returned to the Navy, he added the
oakleaf to his uniform. He served
twenty four years on active duty,
earning his MBA in 1994 and serving afloat tours on USS Truett (FF
1095) and USS Mount Whitney (LCC
20). “It was the best thing that ever
happened to me,” he said recently.
With his wife Annette, the Procurement Director at the University
of Georgia, Evans retired in Athens

after a final tour at the Navy Supply Corps School. A year later,
when longtime Foundation administrator Kaye Morris resigned,
Evans was asked to help out. He
said yes, “And here I still am,” he
said with a smile.
For the past 16 years Evans
has headed up Foundation staff,
juggling most jobs himself until it
was clear he needed admin support, which ultimately arrived in
the person of longtime assistant
Cindy Inglett.
The Foundation office moved
off base in 2012 and programming
has continued to expand during
his tenure. Starting with a single
scholarship program, the Foundation now includes career transition
support, heritage and ship display
programs, the family support effort
FAST, memorial scholarships for
the dependent children of deceased
members, humanitarian support
and much more.
On any given day Evans can be
found interacting with members, in
person, by phone or by email, engaging in a wide variety of issues,
sharing member concerns and making connections to the appropriate
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CDR Jack Evans, SC, USN (Ret.)

committees or leadership for help.
Putting into practice the Foundation
mission to “take care of our own” is
what its all about, Evans said.

The Oakleaf
Dr. Lynn Hazlett honored in Washington DC as newest Foundation DA

RADM Linda Bird, SC, USN (Ret.), Chairman of the U.S. Navy Supply Corps Foundation formally recognized Dr. H. Lynn Hazlett
as the organization’s fifty second Distinguished
Alumnus at a ceremony at the Navy Memorial
in May. Pictured, from left, are RADM Don
Hickman, SC, USN (Ret.), past Chairman of the
Foundation; Hazlett; RADM Bird; and CAPT
Milton Troy, President of the Washington DC
Chapter which helped to organize the event.

Memories and shared sea stories
Continued from page 4

when he was charged with learning
calculus, analytical geometry and
nuclear physics in three months. He
did, and Rickover hustled him over to
BuSandA to tell the Chief that his job
in Japan could be done by a CPO. Bob
Schlwaneke told a “cumshaw” story
using cartons of cigarettes to influence
crane operators to expedite loading
soda machines. He also remembers
his very hung-over barber butchering
the hair of an unpopular XO.
Jim Avery remembered his joint
duty and how other service officers
would take no action without directions or a regulation and could not
understand his UNODIR Navy. He
also remembers how tough it was
waiting four months in Hawaii for
orders with duty as caretaker of a
beach cottage whose only orders
were “surf’s up.”
Moe Letlow sent in a Vietnam
cumshaw story on how dummy
paperwork got his badly needed
freezer from an Army dock. Ben
Krause told how he and a CPO incentivized his supply team to earn
the Blue-E by painting it on his head

and the chief’s belly. They did. Mike
Parks wrote about how he and his
CO, XO, and Air Boss borrowed the
ship’s helo for a boat and swim trip
to beautiful Pagsanjan Falls in the
Philippines. Dave Suter told when
his ship was off Okinawa where he
had a secret weapon in AK2 Jones
who could get anything, and did
with a boat load of needed angle
iron, even delivered by a Marine
working party. He did later note a
shortage in the coffee inventory.

Send your memories to
themckinnons@aol.com
Many have written remarkable
stories. Kevin McCook told about
his unusual Vietnam assignment
in air transportation coordination,
moving people and cargo at Tan
Son Nhut AB in Saigon. There were
USO entertainers, Miss America,
and important generals like Omar
Bradley and Curtis Lemay. He once
helped an “undocumented” CIA official get home from Laos, where of
course he wasn’t, by waving his .45
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at a customs officer. He still has his
silver S&W .38 from a poker game.
The extraction message on the CIA
operative said, “Return at Once,
Aunt Matilda is ill.” Aunt Matilda
was Golda Meir and it was the 1967
Arab attack on Israel. Kevin’s tour
saw him in the thick of the Tet Offensive, unsuccessfully shot at often, bombed out of bed and with
his badly wounded Marine Corps
younger brother Mike as he came out
of surgery in DaNang. On a Riverine
boat patrol and sprayed with agent
orange, personally commended by
Admiral Zumwalt, McCook went
to NSCS to teach with four personal
decorations and four unit citations.
I can’t help but think of the Farmers
Insurance television advertisement:
“I know a thing or two because I
have seen a thing or two.” Isn’t that
the Supply Corps?
Send me your sea stories, cumshaw and UNODIR tales, and if you
have the nerve, a favorite line from
a Fitness Report to Themckinnons@
aol.com.

The Oakleaf
Chapter Presidents

Korean Peninsula

CAPT (Ret.) Kurt Libby
BayAreaPres@usnscf.com
Greater Boston Area CAPT (Ret.) Bill McCarthy
GreaterBostonPres@usnscf.com
Colorado Rockies
LCDR Jose Vargas
ColoRockPres@usnscf.com
Dallas Fort Worth
CDR Donna Johnson
DFWRegionPres@usnscf.com
Detroit Area
CAPT (Ret.) Paul McNeill
DetroitPres@usnscf.com
Djibouti
CDR Agustin Santiago
DjiboutiPres@usnscf.com
Great Lakes
LTJG Kailash Purohit
GreatLakesPres@usnscf.com
Great Salt Lake
CAPT Tony Erickson
GreatSaltLakePres@usnscf.com
Groton/New London CDR Greg Booth
GrotonNewLondonPres@usnscf.com
Gulf Coast
LT Shay Warr
GulfcoastPres@usnscf.com
Hampton Roads
CAPT Harry Thetford
HamptonRoadsPres@usnscf.com
Hawaii
CAPT John Brughelli
HawaiiPres@usnscf.com
Iberian Peninsula
CDR George Clark
IberianPeninsulaPres@usnscf.com
Indiana Crossroads ENS Dave Richardson
IndianaCrossroadsPres@usnscf.com
Italy
LCDR James Foster
ItalyPres@usnscf.com
Jacksonville
CAPT Valerie McCall
JacksonvillePres@usnscf.com
Japan
CDR Mike Schilling
JapanPres@usnscf.com
Kansas
LCDR Blake Whittle
KansasPres@usnscf.com
Bay Area

LCDR Rob Salire
KoreanPenPres@usnscf.com
Mechanicsburg
CAPT J.D. Cassani
MechanicsburgPres@usnscf.com
Memphis
CAPT Marty Fields
MemphisPres@usnscf.com
Monterey Peninsula LCDR Jeremy Duke
MontereyPres@usnscf.com
Newport, R.I.
LT Dave Davis
NewportPres@usnscf.com
Northeast Georgia Michael McCleary
NEGAPres@usnscf.com
Northwest
CDR Paul DeMeyer
NorthwestPres@usnscf.com
Ohio
CAPT Roger Alvarez
OhioPres@usnscf.com
Patuxent River
CAPT Luis Trevino
PAXRiverPres@usnscf.com
Philadelphia Area CDR (Sel) Josh Hill
PhiladelphiaPres@usnscf.com
San Diego
CAPT Richard McCarthy
SanDiegoPres@usnscf.com
Sasebo
CDR Terrel Fisher
SaseboPres@usnscf.com
Sigonella
CDR (Ret.) Onofrio Margioni
SigonellaPres@usnscf.com
Southwest Asia
CDR Kurt Williams
SWAsiaPres@usnscf.com
St. Louis
CAPT Trent Kalp
StLouisPres@usnscf.com
Tampa Bay
CAPT Chad Burke
TampaBayPres@usnscf.com
Twin Cities
CDR (Ret.) Robert Dolan
TwinCitiesPres@usnscf.com
Ventura County
CDR Jeremy Talmadge
VenturaCountyPres@usnscf.com
Washington Area
CAPT Milton Troy
WashingtonDCPres@usnscf.com

When new officers are installed, be sure to send the president’s name and email address to william.fenick@gmail.com.

“Ready for Sea” available online

“Ready for Sea: A History of the U.S. Navy Supply Corps” is available at www.
usnscf.com. The book describes the establishment of the Supply Corps under Tench
Francis and follows it to the Naval Supply Systems Command of today. In 150 pages
it highlights in pictures, statistics and text, the growth and development of the U.S.
Navy’s supply, logistics, financial management, and contracting capability that
enabled the United States Navy to operate indefinitely at sea and abroad.  To order,
go to www.usnscf.com and click on Ship’s Store. Cost is $50 plus shipping.
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Scholarship Profile

Scholarship paves the way for a career in Navy Medicine
Jack Hawkins, a son of LCDR
Cary and Sherry Hawkins, recently
graduated from the University of
Virginia, headed to the Uniformed
Service School of Health Sciences
in Bethesda, MD to become a Navy
doctor. Hawkins was the recipient of
a U.S. Navy Supply Corps Foundation scholarship and appreciates the
way that scholarship made a positive
difference for him.
The oldest of four boys, Hawkins
“I feel like it’s my obligation to
help others.”
grew up in the Yorktown, VA area.
The Navy presence was powerful,
he said, and along with his father’s
influence proved formative. “You
could tell the Navy people by the
way they walked into Starbucks,”
he recalled. “And I saw their lives,
who they were, and wanted to be a
part of that.”

Along with that influence, he was
also drawn to the medical field. His
mother works in the neonatal intensive care unit in a hospital there and
he shadowed her one summer. “It is
so hectic there, with babies hanging
on by a thread and people going in
and out…she is amazing!” he said.
With a degree in biochemistry,
he was initially uncertain whether
to pursue medicine or research. His
scholarship money allowed him to
spend time in the summer researching aspects of lung cancer and arthritis, which would not have been
possible if he had to work a summer
job. The experience helped him make
his decision to go into medicine.
“Research is great but test tubes
don’t talk back,” he said, adding it
was the personal interaction and the
hands-on aspect of medicine that he
really likes.
Following the course he has laid
out, Hawkins knows he will owe
seven years to the Navy after he

Jack Hawkins

completes his residency. He is particular excited to be pursuing military
medicine. “You’re not just seated in
an office – it’s really adventurous,”
he said with a smile. “Plus, who else
better deserves good medical care?”
he added. “It’s really fulfilling.”

DA, Chapter and Volunteer of the Year award nominations: Now is the time!
By CAPT Pete Eltringham, SC, USN (Ret.), Recognition Committee Chair
A hero is someone who has given of
his or her life to something bigger
than oneself.
-Joseph Campbell

U.S. Navy Supply Corps Foundation heroes are out there. Please
help find them and ensure they are
recognized for their outstanding
work. There are three NSCF national
recognition programs and nominations are open to all. Nominations are
“open format” and must be received
no later than Sept. 1 by letter or email
to Jack Evans at evans@usnscf.com.
Award selections will be made at the
fall Foundation Board of Directors
meeting.
Distinguished Alumni - The Distinguished Alumni Program is a hall-

mark Foundation program, which
identifies and gives appropriate
recognition to retired and former
Navy Supply Corps officers who
have distinguished themselves by
obtaining significant success in the
public or private sector. As such, it
is the intent of the Foundation to
honor those former Navy Supply
Corps officers, (active duty and Reserve), who credit their Supply Corps
experience as a basic foundation of
further professional achievements.
Volunteer of the Year Award - Each
chapter should select a high impact
Volunteer of the Year (Active/Reserve/Civil Service/Retired/Former)
and forward a recommendation for
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consideration. Chapter Presidents are
encouraged to oversee nomination of
the best volunteer in their chapter.
That said, nominations are open to
all members and will be considered.
Chapter of the Year Award – the
greatest strengths of our Foundation are the outstanding programs
initiated by each chapter to further
the mission of the Foundation. Your
chapter is eligible for national recognition and special resources to celebrate selection. All that is required
is a brief, open format run-down of
the chapter’s programs and their
impact, both in the Foundation mission overall as well as in the local
community.

The Oakleaf
More on Supply Corps operations in Vietnam now at www.usnscf.com
By CAPT Tiffany Schad, SC, USN, (Ret.), Chair, Heritage Committee
Recently we received a fascinating recap (with
photos) of the first days of Navy Logistics operations
in DaNang, Vietnam, in 1965. The article focuses on
the contributions and challenges of the Supply Corps
officers who served there. The write up came from
RADM Robert Phillips, SC, USN, (Ret.), who served
as Planning Officer there and would go on to become
Commanding Officer, Navy Ships Parts Control Center
in Mechanicsburg, PA.
Phillips stressed the significant impact the Supply
Corps had in the operational success of that critical,
initial operation. A very brief excerpt is included below,
but take a moment to read the entire article at www.
usnscf.com, click on the Heritage page.
“To understand the initial Navy Supply Corps involvement in the “I” Corps (the five Northern Provinces
of VietNam) Tactical Zone, one needs to go back to the
events which occurred in the 1968 Lebanon Crisis. An
oversimplified version is that the USMC was sent in
to assist the Lebanese government and they were to
secure the airport.… In Beirut they quickly landed and
secured the airport but over the following months it
became apparent that they did not have a sustainable
system for getting logistical support from the waterfront to the troops.
“Subsequent discussions between the CNO and the
Commandant’s staffs devised a scheme whereby the
Navy would take the lead role in providing logistics
over the shore in any future USMC sustained deployment. That scheme provided for the establishment of
two deployable Nucleus Port Crews, one each on the
East and West coast….Actual cargo movement would
be handled by a Cargo Handling Battalion, with the
NPC taking care of Port Management duties, opera-

Ceremony prep at bridge ramp facility celebrating 1,000,000th
short ton offload - CDR Leventhal (who would go on to become a
Distinguished Alumnus) in center with pipe, CAPT Huff lower
center in khaki.

tions, communications, contracting, disbursing and planning functions.”
Want more? Read the entire submission at www.
usnscf.com/Foundation/pages/programs/heritage.
The mission of the Foundation Heritage Committee is to ensure that all Supply Corps officers, family,
fellow professionals and friends continue to learn
and appreciate the rich history of the Supply Corps
and the many contributions of its members since its
inception in 1795. We invite your contributions to this
treasure trove of information. Send your input to Tiffany.Schad@gmail.com.

Foundation Board meets in Atlanta

Pictured during the Board meeting are at left, CAPT Dan Pionk
(left) and CDR Dennis Collins, and, above, CAPT Ken Epps (left)
and CDR (Ret.) Bill Boucek.
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Foundation expands social media and database management efforts
The Foundation recently hired
two Navy Supply Corps spouses to
fill open webmaster and database
manager positions. Amy Emerson
of Lakeland, TN is the Foundation’s

Dena McMaster

new webmaster and social media
manager. She is joined by Dena McMaster of Chesapeake VA, who will
oversee the management and upgrade of the Foundation’s database.
Emerson is a graduate of Texas
A&M University with a degree in
Management Information Systems.
Her experience includes work in
systems analysis, database support,
user training and technical support.
She is also an avid runner, fitness instructor and running coach. Emerson
has four daughters and is married to
CAPT Brad Emerson.
A graduate of Devry University,
McMaster also holds a degree in
Management Information Systems.
She has over 20 years experience
in accounting and also serves as a
volunteer database administrator
for her church. The mother of two
boys, McMaster is married to CDR

Amy Emerson

Bobby McMaster and enjoys diving,
hiking and fostering mastiffs with a
local rescue group.

The Foundation gets social!

By Amy Emerson, Foundation Web Administrator
Social media has become a way of life for many
people and the Foundation is branching out into
this arena as well. The Foundation Facebook page
has recently been updated and is being used to
promote upcoming events for the Foundation and
local chapters. It is also a great place to share and
view photos from recent Foundation events.
The Foundation has an official LinkedIn group
called United States Navy Supply Corps Foundation. This group page contains links to professional
development articles, information for those looking at a career transition from the military and job
postings targeted at those with the skills held by
Supply Corps members. As members complete
the transition into civilian life, the knowledge and
insight in these articles is designed to help anyone
in the career transition process.
Information and photos to be shared can be sent
to Foundation Web Administrator Amy Emerson
at scfweb@usnscf.com. Please like our Facebook
page, join our LinkedIn group, and share with
others who may be interested.

Check out the Foundation LinkedIn and Facebook pages.
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In Memoriam
The Oakleaf is aware of the following members of the
Supply Corps community who passed away recently.
A complete list of names is on www.usnscf.com along

with available obituaries. Please let us know of those who
have passed away for this column and on the website
by forwarding information to TheOakleaf@usnscf.com.

2017
CAPT Larry Gene Gudbranson, SC, USN (Ret.)June 7
CAPT Jack A. Gilbert, SC, USN (Ret.)
May 29
RADM Delbert H. Beumer, SC, USN (Ret.)
May 17
CAPT Charles B. Alderman, SC, USN (Ret.) May 10
CAPT Philip Grant Graessle, SC, USN (Ret.)
May 6
LT Stephanie W. “Steph” Rayborn, SC, USN April 25
CAPT Leo M. Lazo, SC, USN (Ret.)
April 24
CDR John “Jack” Brownlee Taylor,
                             SC, USN (Ret.)
April 15
LCDR Kenneth E. Livingston, SC, USN (Ret.) April 13
LT Eric W. Ferguson, SC, USN
March 30
CAPT Samuel J. Major, SC, USN (Ret.)
March 9
CAPT James D. “Buck” Hereford, SC, USN (Ret.) Feb. 25
CDR Palmer A. Quarles Jr., SC, USN (Ret.)
June 22
CAPT David Grant Rawlings, SC, USN (Ret.) Jan. 18
CAPT Bert M. Carmody, SC, USN (Ret.)
Jan. 13
CAPT Leonard J. Challain, SC, USN (Ret.)
Jan. 9
CDR Paul D. Rasmussen, SC, USN (Ret.)
Jan. 3
2016
CDR James V. Mullen, SC, USN (Ret.)
Nov. 7
CAPT John H. Dahm, SC, USN (Ret.)
Oct. 10
CAPT William Charles Olin, SC, USN (Ret.) Aug. 7
CAPT Robert G. Bleck, SC, USN (Ret.)
July 5
CAPT Harry H. “Hap” Arnold, SC, USN (Ret.) July 4
CDR Samuel A. Pillar, SC, USN (Ret.)
June 24
LCDR Thomas “Gene” Salsman,
                            SC, USN (Ret.)
March 20
2015
CDR Joseph K. Pinnell, SC, USN (Ret.)
Nov. 7
LCDR Richard D. Carlyon, SC, USN (Ret.)
Oct. 24
LT Marvin J. Maher, SC, USN (Ret.)
Sept. 18
CAPT Ronald W. Grumme, SC, USN (Ret.)
July 9
CDR Basil Andrew “Bill” Spage, SC, USN (Ret.) July 8
CDR Earl Leo Snyder, SC, USN (Ret.)
May 7
CDR William J. Rady Jr., SC, USN (Ret.)
April 13
CDR John J. McGarvey, SC, USN (Ret.)
Feb. 7

2014
CAPT Robert Torbet French, SC, USN (Ret.) Sept.23
LCDR Pierce J. Harvey, Jr., SC, USN (Ret.)
Aug.6
LT George P. Kinkle, SC, USN (Ret.)
May 16
2013
LT Dale Miley, SC, USN (Ret.)
June 29
2012
CDR John L. Poor, SC, USN (Ret.)
Nov. 10
CAPT James L. Byrd, SC, USN (Ret.)
Oct. 28
LCDR William D. Allread, SC, USN (Ret.)
July
CDR David E. Ridley, SC, USN (Ret.)
April 22
2011
CDR Jere P. Pope, SC, USN (Ret.)
Nov. 29
CDR Robert William St. Martin, SC, USN, (Ret.) July 16
CDR John C. Kelleher, SC, USN (Ret.)
April 30
2010
CDR Joseph P. Mitts, SC, USN (Ret.)
Oct. 23
CDR Gary H. Monteith, SC, USN (Ret.)
Feb. 5
2009
CAPT Lester G. Maxwell, SC, USN (Ret.)
Dec. 5
CDR Walter T. “Sonny” Richards,
                                 SC, USN (Ret.)
Aug. 20
CDR James E. McGee, SC, USN (Ret.)
July 31
CDR Terrance F. O’Donnell, SC, USN (Ret.) June 29
2008
CDR Shelby C. Leasure, SC, USN (Ret.)
Nov. 28
2007
CAPT Carl A. Labarre, SC, USN (Ret.)
June 28
CDR James Robert Swab, SC, USN (Ret.)
June 23
2006
LCDR Leroy F. Wittler, SC, USN (Ret.)
June 4
CDR Edwin J. Sabec, SC, USN (Ret.)
Feb. 16
2005
CDR Earl H. Pace, SC, USN (Ret.)
Dec. 29
CDR Thomas H. Bruno, SC, USN (Ret.)
Oct. 5
2004
CAPT Charles K. Phillips, SC, USN (Ret.)
2002
CAPT Elwood A. Carmer, SC, USN (Ret.)
July 26
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Focusing on the Future: Patuxent River Chapter mentors cadets
By LT Lucas Horan, SC, USN

The Pax River Chapter recently
hosted 23 NJROTC Cadets from the
“Hornet Navy” program at nearby
Great Mills High School. The Cadets—part of the largest NJROTC
in Southern Maryland—enjoyed a
firsthand look at many of the unique
programs and technologies that Naval Air Systems Command offers.
Organized by chapter Outreach Coordinator LCDR Craig Dziewiatkowski, it is one of several NJROTC
events planned for the year.

During their time on Naval Air
Station Patuxent River, the Cadets
were escorted by chapter members
CDR Amy Evangelista, LCDR Robin
Mazurek, and LT Terrence Smith
and learned a lot about the Navy’s
war-fighting capability in the air.
The Cadets witnessed how the
F-35 Lighting II helmets are designed and engineered; discovered
the maintenance capabilities of Fleet
Readiness Center Mid-Atlantic—
Detachment Patuxent River; and

received a brief from Airborne Electronic Attack Systems and EA-6B
Program Office. Additionally, they
met NAVAIR Commander Vice Admiral Paul Grosklags and held a
question-and-answer session. The
Cadets posed a myriad of questions
inquiring about VADM Grosklags’
many years of military service. One
Cadet, who is discerning the different options of her future career path,
classified the trip as “eye opening.”

JROTC Cadets and Pax River chapter members break from the tour for a brief mentoring session with VADM Grosklags.

Chapter Relations
Chapter Operations Guide now online!
By CAPT William Fenick, USN (Ret.), Chair, Chapter Relations Committee
I recently returned from the
Foundation’s board meeting in Atlanta, GA and I am happy to report
that the Chapter Relations Committee is on track with the execution
of its elements of the updated Strategic Plan. A key element recently
completed involves updating and
revising the Foundation’s Chapter
Operations Guide.
Changes to the guide include:
• information about our roles within this 501.c.3 organization
• how to properly employ our IRS
non profit status to assist in the
execution of raising funds
• the addition of new attachments
to assist the Chapters with the

management, disbursement and
accounting of funds.
Our goal is to ensure the Chapters have a tool to assist them with
their role and responsibilities as an
organization directly aligned to the
Foundation Board. Special thanks to
Foundation Treasurer CAPT (Ret.)
Bruce Maxon and the Chief of Staff
Officer, CDR (Ret.) Jack Evans for
their assistance in updating this
meaningful document.
If you want to see what we are asking of the local Chapters, take a look at
this updated Guide (online at www.
usnscf.com under About Us/Chapter
Information) and learn about what it
takes to run a Chapter of the U.S. Navy
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Supply Corps Foundation. I consider
the Chapters the tip of the Foundation
spear and where the Supply Corps
community’s needs surface first. If you
are thinking of setting up a chapter in

Chapter Operations Guide
provides a tool to assist
Chapters with aligning to the
Foundation Board.
an area where none currently exists,
this Operations Guide will also prove
to be an excellent resource. I am also
available to help in any way I can at
William.fenick@gmail.com.

The Oakleaf
In the Supply Corps Family
“Vets and Cadets” and the Abernethy family
Sometimes a simple conversation holds the key
to unknown treasures. Miles Abernethy, grandson
of the late LCDR James R. Abernethy Jr. SC, USN
(Ret.), is the co-founder, along with his mother Merri
Abernethy, of a community service project focused
on having and saving those conversations. Called
“Vets and Cadets: A Veteran’s Service Project,”
the program was created in 2015 at Abernethy’s
NJROTC program in Virginia Beach to pair veterans
and cadets together for a conversation.
The cadets interview the veterans and record
their stories of service and sacrifice, using a phone
app developed by Storycorps, whose mission is to
record personal stories. Stories are then uploaded
to the Storycorps.me website. Family members can
go to the site, find their relative and hear their story
of service in their own words.
“My grandfather was a Supply Corps officer,”
Miles said. “As a child, I was too young to appreciate the stories that he told me about serving in
the Navy. I only wish we had created this program
before my grandfather passed away in 2010. Now
that I have studied Naval History, I have a deeper
appreciation for who he was and why he wanted
to serve his country.”

At the Board Meeting

Foundation Treasurer CAPT (Ret.) Bruce Maxon and
LCDR Scott Long attended the Board meeting in May.

Miles Abernethy, left, and
his grandfather, LCDR James
R. Abernethy Jr. SC, USN
(Ret.).

To date, Vets and Cadets has had six such events
in Virginia Beach, at assisted living residences, local
VFW chapters and the Military Aviation Museum in
Virginia Beach. Abernethy and his fellow NJROTC
cadets have collected over 50 stories and uploaded
them to the Storycorps servers, where they will be
preserved.
Miles began the project by interviewing his neighbor
LCDR Ronald Young Jr. SC, USN (Ret.), also a Supply
Corps officer. It was the first of many interviews for
Miles, who is now a rising junior in high school and
continues to participate in the program. Merri reports
that Miles still has his grandfather’s wool dress blue
coat. She has said he sometimes puts it on and wishes
he could have asked him where he was when he wore
it and what it was like to serve on the USS Albany.
The group hopes that others will share their stories
and preserve a memory for their families while they still
can. They plan to take the program across the country to
NJROTC units, with a simple goal, according to Merri.
“Wherever there are Vets, there are Cadets who can listen
to their story.”
For more information about Vets and Cadets: A
Veteran’s Legacy Project, follow them on Inastagram
@vetsandcadets or you can visit our Facebook page
at https://www.facebook.com/vetsandcadets/.
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Spouses Corner
Better When We Belong
By Gracie Dziewiatkowski,
Foundation Spouse Representative

Looking for a former shipmate?
Lost track of a former shipmate?
If so, contact the Foundation and
we’ll try to put you in touch.
Send an e-mail to
Foundationadmin@usnscf.com
or call (706) 354-4111
No information will be released without
prior permission of the member.
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U.S. Navy photo by Petty Officer 3rd Class Michael B. Zingaro

You know what it looks like—the
Jenga game of cardboard boxes. It is
the all-familiar ritual of unpacking
after a PCS. The smell of packing
paper permeates every room. The
pressure is real as you struggle to
account for every neon numeral tag
that identifies your belongings. It
looks as though Subway will be dinner again, since you can’t find your
Pyrex dishes. Ok, who’s kidding?!
You haven’t even been to the Com- Pictured during the OP Roadshow for Spouses at Pax River are Lauren Duncan, Colmissary yet! The pantry is empty leen Gillette, Gracie Dziewiatkowski, Amy Trevino, Joanne Figueroa, Laura Logan,
with the exception of a few apples, a and April Benham.
case of water bottles, and half a box shared experience—the logis- dropped somewhere unfamiliar. The
of Goldfish!
tics of a move, the excitement of best thing we can do as a community
This was the scene at our new something new, the wonder of is to strive to be the individuals that
home on Antrim Drive in Mechan- new adventure and possibility, made someone new feel as though
icsburg nearly a decade ago…
yet also, the fear of the unknown, they “belong.”
Now, don’t get me wrong. Our the longing for what we may have
So, to the spouse who delivered
moves haven’t been all that bad. And had before, and the stress of mak- to us a rotisserie chicken and a
this particular move from Jackson- ing this new house a home where gallon of cold lemonade—thank
ville, FL to central PA was a pretty memories can be made that will you! To the family that knocked on
decent one. There’s excitement in the be as wonderful as those from the the door and welcomed us to the
idea of receiving all of those house- previous duty station.
neighborhood with a “Home Sweet
hold goods again. I always liked reI think we could all agree that Home” Yankee candle—thank you!
arranging furniture and decorating, so many of those worries go away To the sweet woman who cold-called
so starting with a whole new home when we finally get the feeling that me with a “Welcome to Mech! We
was always fun to me! At least for we belong. A sense of belonging should have a playdate!”—thank
the first day or two…
washes away that sense of having you! You are the heart and soul of
So many of us understand this been plucked from one place and our community!

The Oakleaf
Memorandum from the Chief: Actions have consequences
By RADM Jonathan A. Yuen, SC, USN, Chief of Supply Corps
On May 17, 2017, I provided the
below statement to the U.S. District
Court, Southern District of California in the sentencing hearing for
CAPT (Ret.) Robert Gilbeau. I was
asked to provide a statement focusing on the impact that CAPT (Ret.)
Gilbeau’s actions have had on the
Supply Community. In other words,
I was there representing all of you,
and I want you to know what I said
on your behalf.
This was not an easy task, but it
was a necessary step for us all to be
able to continue repairing the damage done by some of our former
members. I want you all to know
that actions not consistent with Navy
Core Values have consequences.
I previously shared with you
thoughts about the two sides of
the concept of accountability: (1)
holding those accountable for their
misdeeds and (2) taking accountability for each other as we reach
out to help our shipmates stay on
the right path. As we move forward,
I hope to be able to focus more on
the second meaning.
*************
STATEMENT OF REAR ADMIRAL
JONATHAN A. YUEN,
SUPPLY CORPS, UNITED STATES
NAVY
COMMANDER, NAVAL SUPPLY
SYSTEMS COMMAND,
CHIEF OF SUPPLY CORPS
Good Morning Your Honor. I am
Rear Admiral Jonathan A. Yuen. I
currently serve as Chief of Navy
Supply Corps and Commander,
Naval Supply Systems Command
(or “NAVSUP”).
I thank Your Honor for the opportunity to again address this Court.
The Vice Chief of Naval Operations,
Admiral William Moran, provided
a written statement expressing the
impact of this particular Defendant’s
actions on the U.S. Navy, as an institution, and the members in its service. I offer the Court the following
elaboration on the impact the Defen-

dant’s actions have had on the U.S.
Navy Supply Corps.
As Chief of Supply Corps, I
am the community leader for approximately three thousand Supply
Corps officers and 20,000 Sailors. As
NAVSUP Commander, I am the Supply Chain Manager for the Navy,
responsible for providing parts,
ordnance, fuel, food, and other supplies to sustain our forces throughout the world. The entire NAVSUP
enterprise includes more than six
thousand nine hundred civilians,
one thousand five hundred enlisted
While the misdeeds of a few of our
members ... have made things difficult
the last few years, I have complete
confidence that the dedicated men and
women who serve in the US Navy
Supply community will succeed in
taking our Navy to new heights of
reliability, innovation, performance,
and respect.
Sailors and five hundred and fifty
Supply Corps officers, serving at
NAVSUP headquarters and in several subordinate commands. Our
overall mission can be summed up
in the phrase, “Delivering the right
stuff, to the right place, at the right
time and at the right cost.” I am
stationed at NAVSUP headquarters
and live in Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania.
Since assuming command in October 2013, there have been many difficult days, but today is particularly
difficult for me.  
In the summer of 1979, Captain
(Ret.) Robert Gilbeau and I started
our Navy careers together at the
United States Naval Academy. It
was very difficult for me to learn
the details of his criminal and dishonorable activities. I take no pleasure in presenting this statement,
but it is important for this Court to
hear the damage his actions have
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inflicted on our Supply community
and our Navy.
After graduating from the Academy, we both became Supply Corps
officers in 1983, starting at the rank
of Ensign and working our way up
to Flag Officer, before the Defendant
was reduced to the rank of Captain
at his retirement. Over the years, we
served with some outstanding Supply Corps officers, enlisted Sailors
and civilians, whose professionalism, dedication and sacrifice were
inspiring. When he was a Rear Admiral in our community, the Defendant
should have been a role model to
every hard-working Supply Corps
officer; particularly those who aspire
to earn, the rank of Admiral. Instead,
by lying to investigators about the
true nature of his relationship with
Leonard Francis, and destroying
evidence of that relationship, he embarrassed the junior officers he was
supposed to inspire.
The scandalous nature of his actions while serving as a Supply Corps
officer assigned to ships operating in
the Pacific theatre further cast unfair
suspicion on every Supply Corps
officer who operated in that theatre
during those years, causing people
to wonder if they too were corrupt.
I offer this fact to the Court because
the vast majority of Supply Corps officers who served in Asia got the job
done without compromising their
duty or their ethics. Those dedicated
professionals are angry and appalled
to be associated with this kind of behavior. I am here to represent them
-- and ensure their voices are heard.
I reject any suggestion that it was
necessary to compromise standards
when operating in Asia during any of
the years that fall under the GDMA
[Glenn Defense Marine Asia investigation] timeframe. In the simplest
of terms, the fact that any Supply
Corps officer would be motivated by
a desire to enrich themselves, when
their focus should be exclusively on
the needs of the ship and the crew, is

Continued on page 17

The Oakleaf
Memorandum from the Chief
Continued from page 16

a fundamental betrayal of what all
of us in the Supply community have
dedicated our lives to do.
There are over six thousand nine
hundred dedicated civilians in the
Supply community - who should
also be heard on this matter. I am
honored to have among our NAVSUP family, civilian men and women
who helped train both the Defendant
and me when we were junior officers
over 30 years ago. Our civilians are
more than employees -- they are
proud professionals who are personally invested in the reputation and
welfare of the Navy Supply community. They too feel embarrassed
and angered by the actions of the
Defendant and others caught up in
the GDMA scandal.
Our civilian members who work
in the area of providing husbanding
contracts were among the hardest
impacted by the GDMA scandal.
These contracts secure the goods
and services to U.S. warships and
other naval vessels visiting foreign
ports, what we refer to as “husbanding.” When the criminal conduct of
GDMA and certain US Navy members, including this Defendant, came
to light, it was these men and women
who did the heavy lifting, working
long hours under stressful conditions, to completely overhaul the
procedures for securing husbanding

contracts, as referenced by the VCNO
in his letter.
The contracting mission carries
with it broader strategic implications. It extends beyond securing needed goods and services. It
even extends beyond being good
stewards of the taxpayers’ money.
When operating overseas, the contracting mission demonstrates to
foreign contractors and officials
how Americans do business. Supply Corps officers are taught that
our Navy’s business practices must
project integrity, fair dealing, and
adherence to the rule of law if we
expect others in the world to follow
suit. Participating in, and supporting corruption in the foreign ports
we visit weakens the power of our
economic example, and thereby
harms our mission, while encouraging dangerous elements seeking
to gain a foothold through corruption and fraud to threaten our
national security.
The misconduct of those, like the
Defendant, convicted of participation in the GDMA corruption scandal
has had, and will continue to have, a
far-reaching impact upon the Navy
Supply community, in the way we
perform our mission, the way others
perceive us, and especially in how
we think and feel about ourselves.
The Defendant’s misconduct while

serving as a Supply Corps officer
has seriously damaged the community he served for more than 30
years. While some may see today
as a setback, it is a necessary part of
the healing process. Those who have
engaged in criminal conduct must
be held accountable for their actions
before we can repair the damage they
have done.
Finally, Your Honor, I’d be remiss
if I didn’t add that I am extremely
proud of the Supply community’s
resilient response to this scandal, and
dedication to making things right
again. We are restoring our rocksolid reputation that was earned by
honoring our promises and ensuring
our customers’ needs are met, serving the warfighters who serve this
great nation.
While the misdeeds of a few of
our members - like the Defendant
and others who this Court has previously sentenced -- have made things
difficult the last few years, I have
complete confidence that the dedicated men and women who serve
in the US Navy Supply community
will succeed in taking our Navy to
new heights of reliability, innovation,
performance, and respect.
Respectfully,
JONATHAN A. YUEN
Rear Admiral,
Supply Corps, U.S. Navy

More photos from the Atlanta Board Meeting

Attending the Foundation Board meeting are, at left, CAPT
Chuck Parker and Mrs. Amy Emerson. Above are CAPT
(Ret.) Len Sapera and Mrs. Mary Grace Dziewiatkowski.
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Linda Hall recognized for service as webmaster
At the recent Foundation Board of Directors
meeting in Atlanta, Board Chairman RADM Linda
Bird, SC, USN (Ret.) recognized Linda Hall for her
service to the Foundation as webmaster since 2006.
Hall oversaw the revamping of www.usnscf.com
twice, including most recently when three-dozen
chapter websites were created in 2014.
Hall’s management of the Foundation database
and website training effort, as well as her exceptional level of customer support, helped ensure the
Foundation’s online tools served to support the
organization’s demanding communications goals,
Bird said. Hall will continue to do the graphic layout
for The Oakleaf and also provide as needed graphics
services for the Foundation.

Letters to the Foundation
CDR Evans and U.S. Navy Supply Corps Foundation,
Thank you so much for your generous scholarship. I will be graduating from Southern Methodist
University with a degree in mechanical engineering
on Saturday and received the Presidential Award
of Excellence in Scholarship and Leadership – the
only one awarded. I begin work for the MITRE
Corporation in July and am so excited for the next
chapter of my life. I couldn’t have attended SMU
with your support. Thank you again!
Betsy Ehmcke

Betsy Ehmcke, center, receives Presidential award from
SMU President, R. Gerald Turner, left.

RADM Linda Bird (right) thanks Linda Hall for services as
webmaster.

Did you know?
The Navy Supply Corps Foundation
website www.usnscf.com includes
information like:
• Lists of Distinguished Alumni,
Tench Francis Legacy Society, 21st
Century Club
• Current issue of The Oakleaf and
archived issues to 2005
• Scholarship winners
• In Memoriam
• Photos from the 2014 and 2016
Oakleaf River Cruises
• Updates on funeral arrangements
when known
• Links to Chapter Chapter
Operations Guide, available career
opportunities, and more
Your input is what makes the website
valuable. Send photos and information
to scfweb@usnscf.com.
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The Oakleaf
Scholarships awarded for 2017-2018
Continued from page 1

ed, 15 were multi-year scholarships
while 37 were single-year scholarships. Of the 52 recipients selected
this year, 25 are currently attending
college and 27 will be entering college
or university for the first time. There
were 34 females and 18 males selected
with 94 percent being from the officer
community, and 6 percent selected
from the enlisted community.
Again this year, there were special
categories for spouses returning to
school full or part time and for those

wishing to attend a community college or trade school. There was one
application for community college/
trade school and that person received
a scholarship. Sadly, no one applied
for the spouse’s scholarship.
The Foundation will also fund
10 one-year $2,500 memorial scholarships for the children of Supply
Corps officers who died while on
active duty. Since 1971, the Foundation has awarded 2,380 scholarships
valued in excess of $5,502,000.

Next year’s applications will be
available on the Foundation website
at www.usnscf.com after December
20, 2017.
Editor’s Note: Scholarship recipients,
the name of their scholarship, school
they will be attending, their sponsor,
and hometown are listed below. As we
go to press some students have not notified us of their chosen school. Watch
the website at www.usnscf.com for the
complete listing:

2017-2018 Scholarship Recipients
Miss Danyelle Allen
Victor S. Trione Distinguished
Alumni Scholarship
Ohio State University
CAPT Daniel L. Allen,
Mechanicsburg, PA
Miss Emily L. Bichard
RADM Michael & Joy Lyden, SC,
USN (Ret.) Scholarship
University of Maryland
CAPT Raymond Bichard,
San Diego, CA
Mr. Trevor A. Bondi
RADM Kurt L. Kunkel, SC, USN
Memorial Scholarship
Virginia Tech
RADM Peter A. Bondi,
Virginia Beach, VA
Miss Rachel E. Brott
O’Hagan/Huntress Scholarship
Rochester Institute of Technology
CDR Matthew J. Brott, Venetia, PA
Miss Maggie E. Butler
RADM Linda & CAPT Robert Bird,
SC, USN (Ret.) Scholarship
University of Alabama
CDR William B. Butler, Tuscaloosa,
AL

Miss Isabella M. Butzirus
Patricia Ann Collette Memorial
Scholarship
Grinnell College
CAPT Edward T. Butzirus, Grinnell,
IA
Mr. Shane M. Crean
CAPT Norma Batcheleder Memorial
Scholarship
Longwood University
RADM Sean F. Crean, Clifton, VA
Miss Megan E. Crozier
CAPT Norman & Patricia Foy
Scholarship
University of Georgia
CDR Hardy Cook, Watkinsville, GA
Miss Alyssa M. Cuson
CAPT Eugene Auerbach, SC, USN
(Ret.) Scholarship
University of Georgia
CAPT Charles E. Cuson
Stockbridge, GA
Mr. Kyle S. DeGuzman
Dr. Howard J. Burnett, Distinguished
Alumni Scholarship
Pending decision
LCDR Al DeGuzman, Chesapeake,
VA
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Miss Madeline S. Doherty
CAPT Richard Harrison, SC, USN
(Ret.) Memorial Scholarship
Old Dominion University
CDR Melanie V. Doherty,
Chesterfield, VA
Miss Emilie E. Easton
LCDR Clyde E. Tudor, SC, USN
(Ret.) Memorial Scholarship
Florida State University
CDR James Easton, Temperance, MI
Miss Abigail C. Ehmcke
CDR & Mrs. Roscoe Burns Scholarship
Virginia Commonwealth
University
CAPT Lance Ehmcke, Sioux City, IA
Mr. Jacob E. Endress
RADM Patricia E. Wolfe, SC, USN
(Ret.) Scholarship
University of North Carolina
Wilmington
CDR Jason Endress, Newport, NC
Mr. Charles B. Evans
CAPT Robert & Miriam Whitacre
Memorial Scholarship
Delaware Technical Community
College
SK1 Eric J. Evans, Georgetown, DE

The Oakleaf
Miss Derika P. Fink
CAPT Leonard J. Sapera, SC, USN
(Ret.) Scholarship
Oklahoma State University
CDR William W. Fink Jr., Oklahoma
City, OK
Mr. Jared M. Fossler
CDR Mark Whitfield, SC, USN (Ret.)
Scholarship
Baylor University
CDR James Parker, San Diego, CA
Miss Sarah E. Frost
CAPT Brian L. McDonnell, SC,
USN (Ret.) Distinguished Alumni
Scholarship
University of Virginia
RADM S. David Frost, Chesapeake,
VA
Miss Megan R. Gossett
CAPT Albert J. “Bud” Schiff, SC,
USN (Ret.) Distinguished Alumni
Scholarship
Sacred Heart University
CDR Frank P. Gossett, Milford, CT
Mr. William C. Guyton
Sanford R. Robertson Distinguished
Alumni Scholarship
University of Memphis
LSCM Ronald L. Guyton, Atoka, TN

Miss Charlotte V. Hahn
CDR Thomas M. Francis, SC, USN
(Ret.) Scholarship
Virginia Tech University
CAPT Rod Zumbro, Warrington,
PA
Mr. Baylor W. Harrington
CAPT William E. Redman, SC, USN
(Ret.) Memorial Scholarship
Norwich University
CDR Robert D. Web, Collierville, TN
Miss McKayla R. Hunt
Carol Ann Walker Memorial
Scholarship
Southeast Missouri State
CDR Kevin W. Hunt, Bell City, MO
Miss Leacadia E. Jay
VADM Alan S. Thompson, SC, USN
(Ret.) Scholarship
Michigan State University
LTJG Leonard A. Jay, East Lansing,
MI
Miss Shelby A. Keating
Commander Norman Grant Sterner
College Scholarship
Drexel University
CAPT Robert A. Keating, Locust
Grove, VA

Miss Hayley J. Klingenberg
RADM Paul O. Soderberg, SC, USN
(Ret.) Scholarship
Pending decision
CDR Jason E. Klingenberg, Coronado,
CA
Mr. John Lacey
Gilbert & Jacki Cisneros Foundation
Scholarship
Louisiana State University
CAPT Howard W. Lacey, Metairie,
LA
Mr. Zale R. Lester
RADM Scott W. Ebert, SC, USN
(Ret.) Scholarship
Washington State University
CAPT Lloyd Gray, Snohomish, WA
Mr. Sean P. Lucas
CAPT James Shelton, SC, USN
Scholarship
Oklahoma State University
CAPT Michael K. Lucas, Stillwater,
OK
Mr. Devin D. Mathis
CAPT Norma Batcheleder Memorial
Scholarship
College of William and Mary
CAPT Darrell Mathis, Chesapeake,
VA

Attention Scholarship Recipients:
Send us your video by July 31 and earn $100!
We’d love to hear how your scholarship has made
a difference for you. Send us a video selfie (60 seconds
or less) describing how you felt getting this helped.
Deadline is July 31. In return we’ll send you a check
for $100.
Your video must include:  your name, home town,
school you will be attending, the name of your family
member Supply Corps sponsor and the name of your

scholarship as well as an expression of how the
scholarship has made a difference for you. Creativity is encouraged!
Submissions should be emailed to TheOakleaf@
usnscf.com.
Entries may be posted to Foundation social
media and online at www.usnscf.com.
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Miss Juliana R. Moore
CDR Lowell & Mary Reade, SC, USN
(Ret.) Memorial Scholarship
St. Andrews University
CDR Michael E. Moore, Laurinburg,
NC
Miss Keely A. Morgan
RADM & Mrs. Donald G. St. Angelo,
SC, USN (Ret.) Scholarship
Texas A&M
CAPT Mark W. Morgan, Honolulu,
HI
Miss Sarah E. Morgan
CAPT Joseph E. Williamson, SC,
USN (Ret.) Scholarship
Virginia Commonwealth
University
CDR Steven A. Morgan, Midlothian,
VA
Miss Kathleen A. Murphy
RADM Steven W. Maas, SC, USN
(Ret.) Scholarship
University of Notre Dame
LT Stephanie A. Murphy, Alexandria,
VA
Mr. Scott N. Murphy
CAPT T. B. Hagen, SC, USN (Ret.)
Distinguished Alumni Scholarship
College of William and Mary
CAPT Mark S. Murphy, Arlington,
VA
Miss Regan A. Murr
Doug & Mariana Brook Scholarship
University of Mary Hardin-Baylor
CAPT David Ringberg, San Marcos,
TX
Miss Isabelle M. Nogoy
Francis & Patricia Derby Memorial
Scholarship
University of Washington
SH1 Augusto B. Nogoy, Port
Orchard, WA

Miss Kenna R. Peters
Josephine Wenzel Memorial
Scholarship
Brigham Young University
CDR Earl Pace, Sandy, UT
Miss Jasmine M. Pickering
LT Eric W. Ferguson, SC, USN
Memorial Scholarship
University of California, Irvine
LSCM Jeffrey Pickering, Escondido,
CA
Miss Brianna K. Robohn
Commander Norman Grant Sterner
College Scholarship
Texas A&M University
CAPT Walter W. Robohn, Conroe, TX
Miss Rachael A. Sarnowski
VADM Keith W. Lippert, SC, USN
(Ret.) Scholarship
St. Vincent College
LT Michael R. Sarnowski, Bridgeville,
PA
Miss Miranda M. Schnier
CAPT Walter Douglas, SC, USN
(Ret.) Memorial Scholarship
Kirkwood Community College
CDR David J. Schnier, Clinton, IA
Mr. Skyler C. Schuck
RADM David P. Keller, SC, USN
(Ret.) Scholarship
California Lutheran University
LCDR Eric C. Schuck, McMinnville,
OR
Miss Darionne A. Smith
Old Philadelphia Area Retired
Porkchops Scholarship
McKendree University
CAPT David E. Smith, O’Fallon, IL
Mr. Henry D. Tolson
Major Ken Digges, USAF (Ret.)
Scholarship
Baylor University
LCDR Timothy Tolson, McKinney,
TX
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Mr. Jacob A. Tully
CDR Jesse J. Armentor, SC, USN
(Ret.) Scholarship
Baylor University
CAPT Albert P. Tully, Little Rock,
AR
Miss Emily D. VanderMey
CAPT Marshall L. Mabie, SC, USN
(Ret.) Scholarship
Point Park University
LT James P. VanderMey,
Elizabethtown, PA
Miss Bridgette M. Wadge
CAPT John and Kapi Kizer, SC, USN
(Ret.) Scholarship
Ohio State University
CAPT Roland Wadge, Amherst,
OH
Miss Lillian Z. Walter
NSCF-Washington DC Chapter
Scholarship
Taylor University
CDR John J. Paulson, Noblesville,
IN
Mr. Jeffrey R. Week
Henry F. Trione Distinguished
Alumni Memorial Scholarship
Pending decision
CDR Eric C. Week, Excelsior, MN
Miss Taylor M. Whaley
CDR William O. Hagerty, SC, USN
(Ret.) Scholarship
East Carolina University
CDR John D. Rickards, Ayden, NC
Mr. Benjamin E. Zawislak
CAPT Richard E. Bradley, SC, USN
(Ret.) Scholarship
Pending decision
CAPT Edward L. Zawislak,
Huntingtown, MD

The Oakleaf
2017-2018 Recurring Scholarships
Mr. Mark W. Anastos
CAPT Walter F. Wright, Jr. Memorial
Scholarship
Cornell University
CAPT Ernest G. Anastos, Mt.
Pleasant, SC
Mr. Adin J. Bohmiller
NSCF-San Diego Chapter Scholarship
University of Massachusetts,
Amherst
CDR Kevin D. Bohmiller,
Boxborough, MA
Miss Rachel M. Delmontagne
Thomas E. Holloran Distinguished
Alumni Scholarship
Purdue University
CAPT Franklin D. Smith, Herndon,
VA
Miss Laura A. Dewey
LCDR Arthur A. Biggs, SC, USN
(Ret.) Memorial Scholarship
Baruch College
LCDR James C. Dewey, Little Egg
Harbor, NJ
Miss Hannah M. Ehmcke
NSCF-Southwest Asia Chapter
Scholarship
University of Kansas
CAPT Lance D. Ehmcke, Sioux
City, IA
Mr. Wesley J. Fowler
Navy Supply Corps Foundation
Scholarship
University of Tennessee
CDR David N. Fowler, Burke, VA
Miss Rachel N. Gist
RADM & Mrs. Donald G. St. Angelo,
SC, USN (Ret.) Scholarship
George Mason University
CDR Phillip A. Gist, Suffolk, VA

Mr. Zachary E. Hahn
NSCF-Mechanicsburg Chapter
Scholarship
Virginia Tech
CAPT Rod Zumbro, Chalfont, PA
Mr. James B. Hayes
Harvard World War II Mid-Off
Group Scholarship
Rhodes College
LT Eric B. Hayes, Collierville, TN
Miss Hannah E. Hess
RADM Bernard S. Browning
Memorial Scholarship
Harvard College
CAPT Rod Zumbro, Cherry Hill,
NJ
Miss Rebecca S. Hess
NSCF-Washington DC Chapter
Scholarship
Technion International School
CAPT Rod Zumbro, Cherry Hill, NJ
Miss Karli N. Himmelreich
RADM Bernard S. Browning
Memorial Scholarship
Florida State University
LT Alan K. Himmelreich,
Jacksonville, FL
Miss Heather J. Hoopes
RADM William Powell Jr., SC, USN
(Ret.) Scholarship
Columbia International University
CAPT Ronald G. Hoopes, Mount
Joy, PA
Miss Stasia L. Kulsa
LTJG Ratish Prasad, SC, USN
Memorial Scholarship
Washington State University
CAPT William E. Redman, Bonney
Lake, WA

July 2017  •  p. 22

Miss Samantha G. Lapp
NSCF-Great Lakes Chapter
Scholarship
University of Illinois at UrbanaChampaign
CDR Joseph T. Lapp, O’Fallon, IL
Miss Hannah C. Lombardo
NSCF-Patuxent River Scholarship
Penn State University
CAPT Gregg P. Lombardo, Camp
Hill, PA
Miss Eboné F. McNeil
CAPT Jackson L. Schultz, SC,
USN (Ret.) Distinguished Alumni
Scholarship
George Fox University
CS1 Anthony McNeil, Federal Way,
WA
Miss Katrina P. Navasca
LT J. Robert Winegardner, SC, USN
(Ret.) Memorial Scholarship
Virginia Commonwealth
University
LSCS Mario Navasca, Virginia Beach,
VA
Miss Elizabeth R. Neleski
CDR Jack & Annette Evans
Scholarship
Kennesaw State University
CSC Edward Neleski, St. Marys, GA
Mr. Joseph M. Nicol
CDR Joseph J. Jordon, SC, USN (Ret.)
Scholarship
University of Kansas
CAPT Robert Nicol, Overland
Park, KS
Miss Annie JoHannah G. Platt
CDR Frederick Penn, SC, USN (Ret.)
Memorial Scholarship
Brigham Young University
CDR Marcor B. Platt, Saint Johns, AZ

The Oakleaf
Mr. Cole M. Prescott
RADM Frank J. & Barbara Allston
Memorial Scholarship
Northwestern College
CDR Robert L. Robinson, Waverly, IA
Miss Ashley M. Shiels
NSCF-Philadelphia Chapter
Scholarship
James Madison University
LT James M. Shiels, Warrenton, VA
Miss Sarah B. Spiro
CAPT Dennis Wright, SC, USN
(Ret.) Scholarship
Wofford College
RADM Robert H. Spiro, Sylva, NC

Miss Ronin L. Tamez
LCDR Robert E. Riley, SC, USN
(Ret.) Scholarship
University of Texas
LCDR John P. Tamez, Yokosuka,
Japan
Miss Madison R. Taylor
CDR Lowell & Mary Reade, SC, USN
(Ret.) Memorial Scholarship
New Jersey Institute of Technology
LCDR Brian M. Taylor, Bloomfield,
NJ
Miss Sadie C. Wallner
RADM Ray Sareeram, SC, USN
(Ret.) Memorial Scholarship
University of Arkansas
CAPT Jonathan D. Wallner, Joplin,
MO

Miss Mariah L. Warner
CAPT Kenneth Epps, SC, USN
Scholarship
University of North Carolina,
Chapel Hill
LCDR Tito A. Warner, New Bern,
NC
Miss Nicole D. Weldon
RADM Steven W. Maas, SC, USN
(Ret.) Scholarship
University of Pennsylvania
CAPT Allison M. Weldon, Gahanna,
OH

2017-2018 Memorial Scholarships
Mr. Brennan Dour
Navy Supply Corps Foundation
Scholarship
In Memory of CDR Paul Dour
University of Notre Dame
Bremerton, WA
Mr. Michael Edwards Jr.
Navy Supply Corps Foundation
Scholarship
In Memory of LCDR Michael
Edwards
Modesto Junior College
Riverbank, CA
Miss Ashley Gloster
Navy Supply Corps Foundation
Scholarship
In Memory of LCDR Dexter Gloster
Clark Atlanta University
Athens, GA

Miss Briana Gloster
Navy Supply Corps Foundation
Scholarship
In Memory of LCDR Dexter Gloster
Spelman College
Athens, GA
Mr. Tyler Kervella
Navy Supply Corps Foundation
Scholarship
In Memory of LT James P. Kervella
University of Washington
Arlington, WA
Miss Sophie Neubauer
Navy Supply Corps Foundation
Scholarship
In Memory of LT Daniel Neubauer
West Virginia University
Shepherdstown, WV
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Miss Shanna Pellegrin
Navy Supply Corps Foundation
Scholarship
In Memory of LT Corinne J. Pellegrin
Virginia Tech
Stevensville, MD
Mr. Seth Murphy-Sweet
Navy Supply Corps Foundation
Scholarship
In Memory of CDR Philip MurphySweet
US Naval Academy (for uniforms
& other expenses)
Mechanicsburg, PA

Navy Supply Corps Foundation
3651 Mars Hill Road, Suite 200B
Watkinsville, Georgia 30677

#

Contribute to the U.S. Navy Supply Corps Foundation

If you would like to make a donation to the U.S. Navy Supply Corps Foundation, you can do so
online at www.usnscf.com. Select “Make a Donation” on the right side of the banner. To donate by mail,
please complete the coupon below and return it to the address indicated.
To volunteer to assist with Foundation programs, complete the form and send it to the address
indicated or send an email to the Chief Staff Officer, CDR (Ret.) Jack Evans, at CSO@usnscf.com or call
the Foundation office at (706)354-4111 and express your interest in volunteering.
Name:
Address:
Telephone where you prefer to be called:
Best time to call:

Email address:

         I would like to volunteer.                     I would like to contribute. My check for                   is enclosed.
Return to: U.S. Navy Supply Corps Foundation, 3651 Mars Hill Road, Suite 200B, Watkinsville, GA 30677.

