
 

 

 

 

 

Ed Kushins 
Hermosa Beach, California 

 

Ed Kushins received a Bachelor’s Degree in Business Administration from UCLA and an MBA 
from University of Southern California. But he really credits his Navy and Supply Corps 
experience for his subsequent business and personal success. 
 
Ed entered the Navy from UCLA ROTC in 1968. He had stints in Athens (Supply School), Key 
West (Temp Duty) and New London (Submarine School) before serving as Supply Officer 
(1969-1971) aboard USS Flasher (SSN613). His first WESTPAC took him to Yokosuka, 
Okinawa, Hong Kong, Manila and Guam but his subsequent patrols were all non-stop round-
trips from Pearl Harbor. His Navy experience fanned the flames of his growing passion for 
travel. 
 
After leaving the Navy and getting his MBA, Ed became the Marketing Director of Flying Tiger 
Line (an air cargo carrier that was purchased by FedEx). This experience brought even more 
extensive travel. In 1978 he left Flying Tigers to take over a small family business that he took 
from 2 to 50 employees and later sold. 
 
He founded HomeExchange.com in 1992 and grew the business from a (pre-internet) 
printed directory to the leading international on-line home-swap platform. The company 
helped pioneer the concepts of the “sharing economy” and “on-line communities” before those 
terms were popularized. It was the inspiration for and was featured in the blockbuster hit movie 
THE HOLIDAY. His vision continues to make the world a smaller, more connected place as 
people open themselves to new travel experiences around the globe. He sold the company in 
early 2017 and thought he was retired... but may yet prove it’s not too late to start a start-up at 
70. 
 
Kushins is still a sought after expert on travel and the sharing economy, having been featured 
in major TV and print media including feature articles in the NY Times, Wall Street Journal, Los 
Angeles Times and numerous international publications and conferences. 
 
He is an active member of Rotary International and a longtime supporter of the Wounded 
Warrior Project and Your Grateful Nation, an organization focused on assisting Special Ops 
Forces veterans successfully transition from military service to civilian careers. 
When he’s not roaming the globe with his wife Terry, Kushins remains active by golfing, hiking, 
and swimming. They live in Hermosa Beach, California. 
 
New York Times  http://www.nytimes.com/2012/07/15/jobs/ed-kushins-of-homeexchange-on-building-

a-career.html 

  



 

 

 

 

 

Ed Kushins 
Hermosa Beach, California 

 
1992-2017 HomeExchange.com  

Founder/CEO 

Helped pioneer the “sharing economy” and literally created the “home swap” accommodation 

category by being the first to transition paper based directories to the internet.  HomeExchange.com is the 

world’s leading home swapping club. 

 

1978-2006 Fairway Salvage  

President 

Built a 2 person operation into one of the leading independent scrap metal recycling companies in 

Southern California. By the time it was sold in 2006 to a division of a Japanese trading company, it had 

50+ employees and a large fleet of trucks. 

 

1972-1977 Flying Tiger Line  

Marketing Director, Asia 

Territory included Japan, Korea, Taiwan, Hong Kong Singapore and Malaysia during an 

important period when the company was transitioning from DC-8s to 747 Cargo freighters and needed a 

lot of new business quickly. Helped introduce innovative marketing efforts to generate new users of 

airfreight, such as “garments on hangers”, fresh seafood and “Household good by air” for ex-pats moving 

to Asia. 

 

1971-1972 University of Southern California (USC) 

 MBA (Marketing) 

 

1968-1971 US Navy 

Lieutenant (j.g.)  (Supply Corps, Submarine Force) 

Supply Officer USS Flasher (SSN613) in charge of 3 divisions and 25 men. 

 

1964-1968 University of California Los Angeles  (UCLA) 

BS (Business Administration) 

 
LinkedIn Profile 
 
Service Organizations: 

Rotary International - Manhattan Beach, California 
 Club Service Director 
    Program Director 
 Board of Directors 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/ed-kushins-8851292?trk=hp-identity-photo

