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USS Hornet – Sea, Air and Space Museum Officers Wardroom Exhibit Proposal 

Including Lounge, Mess and 2nd Deck Galley 

  

Description of project: 

The purpose of this project is to breathe new life into the Officers’ Wardroom Lounge, Mess, and 

2nd Deck Galley. The spaces are currently used as a multipurpose area for exhibits, private 

event rentals, and educational classes. Taking this into consideration, the Exhibitions 

Department would like to maintain its multi-use capabilities while also making it a more 

engaging and immersive space by making it look as it did during Hornet’s years of operation.  

 

Phase 1: Officers’ Wardroom Galley. The first phase of this project is enhance the 2nd Deck 

Galley to simulate an active serving line for Officers on board.  

 

Working with Display Fake Foods, a company known for making authentic-looking fake foods, 

the Hornet exhibitions team will use the historic Food Service Unit’s weekly meal menus in our 

archive to be able to showcase a menu that was actually served on board. We have chosen a 

historic Wardroom breakfast menu: 

 

 
 

The Galley will also feature a mannequin in a uniform appropriate for the space posed as if he 

were preparing dishes to order for the Officers.  
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For flexibility, half the galley will be divided off with a Plexi barricade to keep the props secure 

while the other half of the galley will remain accessible to caterers for their prep work for events 

in the Officer’s Wardroom.  

 

 

Phase 2: Officers/ Wardroom Lounge. The second phase of this project is to enhance an 

already existing exhibit in the Wardroom Lounge called The Birth of Naval Aviation. This exhibit 

features a large scale model of Eugene Burton Ely and his first landing on USS Pennsylvania, a 

proto-carrier used by the U.S. Navy to test the feasibility of landing on ships, as well as 

additional information about the evolution of the aircraft carrier.  

 

This space will be a permanent installation of a temporary exhibit we currently have on display 

on the same topic but with additional information on aircraft carrier development from 

Pennsylvania to present day, including designs of international carriers.  

 

Updating this exhibition will include purchase and installation of a large timeline panel as well as 

upgrades to the existing audio visuals.  

 

 

 

Phase 3: Officers’ Wardroom Mess.  The third phase of the exhibition upgrade will add to the 

existing Officers’ Mess to show the space as it would have looked like during Hornet’s time of 

operation.  

 

Currently, it is often used as a rental space and educational classroom, and the tables and 

chairs, while not original, are essential to maintaining that programming. Our intention, 

therefore, is to transform only a corner of the room into a display of how it would have looked 

with a banquet table set for a formal Wardroom meal with a tablecloth, U.S. Navy china, and 

table settings. This display would include a large-scale mural of the historic Wardroom from the 

Museum’s collection as well as stanchions to mark it as an exhibition rather than part of the 

rental facility. 
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Budget 

 

 Enhancement Budget 

Phase 1 Paint touch up and materials for deep 
cleaning of exhibit space  

$800 

 Replacement of missing drawers and 
sinks 

$100 

 Mannequin $300 

 Fake food $5,500 

 Plexi Sheeting/Barricade $1000 

Phase 2 Enlarged photos $500 

 Timeline banner $300 

 Audio Visual Upgrades $200 

Phase 3 Large mural print $500 

 Banquet Table and chairs $100 

 Tablecloth and table accents $250 

 Stanchions $450 

Matching Funds Staff time, volunteer time, funds from 
general department budget, and utilizing 
existing materials already on board 

$10,000 

Total requested 
from NSCF 

 $10,000 

Total Projected 
Budget 

 $20,000 
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Phase 1: Officers Wardroom Galley 

 

 

 

 

 

Plexi off this section for 

caterer prep use 

Find and reinstall missing 

drawers and sink 

Insert a Mannequin for serving line Fake Food in various locations 
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Phase 2: Officers Wardroom Lounge – Exhibit Space 

 

 

 

 

Upgraded audio visual display 

Large format photographs 

around room to enhance 

exhibit 

Add water effect lighting 

Install evolution timeline 

between two existing poles 
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Phase 3: Officers Wardroom Mess 

 

 

 

 

Install banquet table with 

tablecloth and formal dinner 

ware with authentic U.S. Navy 

china  

Install stanchions/rail around 

exhibit area 

Install large format mural 

Relocate tables to another 

part of the room 


