
 

 

Exhibition Proposal Form 

NARRATIVE: 

Contact Details 

 USS Massachusetts (BB-59) Contact: Elizabeth York 

 Address: 5 Water Street, Fall River, MA 02721 

 Email/Website: eyork@battleshipcove.org Telephone: 508-678-1100 ext. 108 

 NSCS Newport Contact: LSC Andrew Johnson 

 Address: 1378 Porter Avenue, Newport, RI 02841 

 Email/Website: andrew.johnson@navy.mil Telephone: 401-841-3586 

Proposal Details 

 Working Title: GSK Storerooms Exhibit USS Massachusetts (BB-59) 

 Project Type (media/static): Static displays 

Exhibition Concept: Revitalize two designated spaces next to the Post Office exhibit and 

in the main passageway on board the USS Massachusetts in order to enhance the overall 

experience of the visitor while providing an opportunity to expand the Supply 

Departments role aboard the ship as an educational tool.  

Objectives: To utilize the artifacts and items currently not on display to outfit the spaces 

and provide the public with the opportunity to visually see shipboard sustainment within 

the Stock Control Division (S-1) that allowed the USS Massachusetts to operate during 

extended periods of time at great distances from support bases during World War II.  

Goal(s): To refit/update the GSK division spaces as new displays which will add the 

additional stock control piece to the Supply Departments role where the S-2 (Food 

Service), S-3 (Retail Operations), S-4 (Disbursing) and Postal divisions are already on 

exhibition.  

 GSK #1 - To refit the space next to the Post Office as a new GSK storeroom 

exhibit for the purpose of displaying organizational items issued to the crew for 

use during Damage Control and General Quarters.   

 GSK #2 - To update the current storeroom as a GSK divisional space in the main 

passageway for common repair parts and repairable items issued for maintenance 

related work. To allow items currently stored in various locations throughout the 



 

 

ship which are not accessible to the general public to be placed on display to 

enhance stock control and issue procedures relating to supply. 

Themes and Topics: The exhibition will focus on the S-1 Stock Control storerooms 

process and procedures relating to issuance of materials and equipment during the ships 

active service. Special attention is placed on the support aspect of daily operations and 

general repair maintenance. 

Exhibition Contents: The contents/items of the exhibit will come from the various 

storerooms and spaces that are located on board the USS Massachusetts and not open to 

the general public. The items for display will be identified during the inventory of the 

ships materials (currently ongoing).   

GSK #1 – These items will primarily be comprised of organizational items issued out to 

the crew to replace those lost or damaged during Damage Control and General Quarters. 

The exhibit would consist of Kapoks, Helmets, Battle Lanterns, axes, respirators, and 

other such equipment in order to outfit the space. To provide a more authentic experience 

of a workable space, office supplies and furniture from the period will be used (if 

available) for display. 

GSK #2 - These items will primarily be comprised of general consumables, such as, Hull, 

Mechanical and Electrical items (fuses, bulbs, switches, bolts, etc.) to fill the bins located 

in the space. Repair parts and repairable items once identified would also be included. To 

provide a more authentic experience, office supplies and furniture from the period will be 

used (if available) for display.    

Mission Relevance 

The mission of supporting the USS Massachusetts is two-fold. First to support the USS 

Massachusetts in order to preserve the tradition and heritage of the US Navy, and second 

to incorporate the past with the present aimed at educating the students at the Navy 

Supply Corps School on afloat procedures to include informing the general public of 

supply processes.  

Required work 
 

Room/Space Dimensions: The following dimensions for the spaces will aid in 

determining the amount of time and work required for the projects. 

GSK #1 - The space for the exhibit is currently identified and is approximately 8 (L) x7 

(W) x 8 (H) foot space with metal pocket shelving and small metal corner table. The 

opening hatch to the space will be closed off by a metal hatch that is half plexi-glass at 

the top to allow visitors to view the internal storeroom and prevent any disruption to the 

display. Electrical connections will need to be installed or reconnected to provide power 



 

 

to the multimedia unit that will play during normal business hours along with a speaker 

that will attach to the outside bulkhead of the space. Painting of the walls, ceiling and 

floors will need to be completed during the refit. Shelving and articles on exhibit will 

require correct wartime labeling and storage bins to meet the requirements of the display. 

A Divisional Supply metal plate will be produced to identify the GSK storeroom on the 

outside bulkhead. It will need to conform to the standard material and style used 

throughout the ship to maintain continuity of the period reflected.  

GSK #2 – The space for the exhibit is currently identified and is approximately 24 (L) x 7 

(W) x 8 (H) foot space with metal pocket shelving on the right side extending the length 

of the space. A desk and other office items are currently part of the exhibit. Even though 

the storeroom is about 80 percent complete, painting of the walls, ceiling and floors will 

need to be completed during the update. The improvement of shelving and articles on 

exhibit will require correct labeling, as well as organizing the space with the repair parts 

and consumable on display. Repairs to the current hatch will require metal work to 

improve the integrity of the space. A Divisional Supply metal plate will be produced to 

identify the GSK storeroom on the outside bulkhead. It will need to conform to the 

standard material and style used throughout the ship to maintain continuity of the period 

reflected.  

Equipment / Furniture / Other Materials: Lighting in the space may require installation or 

rework with period fixtures. Painting of the space and use of cleaning agents to prep the 

space during Phase II may require after hours to prevent interference with normal 

operations of the Museum. Personal Protective Equipment will be required as team 

members will be working in confined spaces. Safety is priority one. 

Preferred Dates: TBD based on coordination and approval of funding. 

Work on the space will be conducted in five (5) phases to maintain order and prevent 

delays or overlap of support by the teams assigned.  

Phase Action Start Date End Date (est.) Teams Required 

I Coordination/Planning 5/3/18 ongoing Both 

II Cleaning/Preparation of GSK#1 7/18 9/18 Blue (5 persons) 

       “              “               GSK#2 7/18 9/18 Gold (5 persons) 

III Refitting/Update of GSK#1 10/18 12/18 Blue (5 persons) 

       “             “          GSK#2 9/18 11/18 Gold (5 persons) 



 

 

IV Artifact relocation to GSK#1 01/19 03/19 Blue (5 persons) 

       “            “             GSK#2 12/18 02/19 Gold (5 persons) 

V Dedication of GSK#1 04/19 04/19 Blue (5 persons) 

       “        “      GSK#2 03/19 03/19 Gold (5 persons) 

 

 

Target Audience 

Supporting Programs and Educational Events: The displays being improved will be of 

long term educational use from elementary school students to special groups like the Boy 

Scouts. Special attention will be given during the Navy Supply Corps Schools semi-

annual visit that utilizes the spaces in detail to draw upon the normal divisions that make 

up the Supply Department afloat. For the officers who have never been on board a naval 

warship this provides an understanding of the various duties they may be required to 

perform during their assignments in the fleet and the environment in which they will 

work. In addition, the ability to personally see and visit similar spaces and equipment 

being used on naval vessels today will help reinforce classroom topics and discussions 

during the Basic Qualification Course.    

Community Involvement Opportunities: Community support will be coordinated through 

the Command Volunteer Coordinator for those students and staff who would like to 

participate in the ongoing projects. This will support the Battle Streamers Initiative with 

the BQC Battalions by providing volunteer hours for the students to earn stars 

recognizing milestones of community service. 

Other Opportunities: It has been discussed with members of the USS Massachusetts 

collections team that certain artifacts could possibly be placed on loan to the Navy 

Supply Corps School for display at the facility. Along with certain items being on display 

(helmets, kapoks, battle lanterns, navigational equipment, etc.) at the NSCS Newport, 

Battleship Cove pamphlets and brochures will be available for students, staff, and visitors 

to take in promoting the maritime exhibits in Fall River.  

Project Budget 

 Funding Source: New England Navy Supply Corps Foundation  

 Estimated Expenses: $ 4,800.00 

 Fees: $ 0.00 

 Transport of works: $ 0.00 



 

 

 Installation of works: $ 3,000.00 (electrical) 

 Equipment: $ 761.47 (Material costs see table below) 

 Print Materials: $ 850.00 (display boards/pictures) 

Other (please specify): $ 200.00  (plaques “Navy Supply Corps Foundation New 

England” sponsored) 

 Total expenditure: $ 4611.47 

SUPPORTING MATERIAL: 

Materials Required: 

Estimated material cost: 

Item U/I Unit Cost Quantity Total Cost Notes 

Paint, Indoor, Flat, Gray, 5 GL EA 123.00 2 246.00  

Brush, Paint, Flat Utility  EA 2.97 6 17.82  

Roller, Paint, Frames, 9 in. EA 3.87 4 15.48  

Roller, Paint, Covers, 9 in., 3 Pk PK 8.74 2 17.48  

Paint, Coveralls, All-Purpose EA 8.97 10 89.70  

Gloves, Work, Utility, 4 Pk PK 9.88 3 29.64  

Goggles, Safety, Clear EA 3.26 10 32.60  

Mask, Filter, Dust, 10 Pk PK 27.60 4 110.40  

Covers, Shoe, 3 Pk PK 3.99 6 23.94  

Brush, Wire with scraper tool  EA 12.50 6 75.00  

Rags, Painters  BU 11.98 2 23.96  

Tape, Blue, Painters, Roll 6 Pk PK 35.53 1 35.53  

Cloth, Drop, Canvass EA 10.98 4 43.92  

 761.47  

 

  

 



 

 

 


