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   Mr. John Howard, esq recently spoke 
with me about his father, RADM 
(ret) Joseph Howard, who had quite 
a unique and fascinating career in the 
Supply Corps. RADM Howard was 
a pioneer in the Supply Corps—pav-
ing new paths for future 
Supply Corps Officers.
   Joe Howard grew up in 
a family closely tied with 
the Navy. He was admit-
ted to the Naval Acad-
emy but chose not to go. 
He graduated from the 
University of California 
with a degree in Eco-
nomics and was interest-
ed in the Supply Corps 
from the very beginning. 
His first assignment was 
on a small ship in Pearl 
Harbor in October 1941. 
Joe did not talk about 
what happened spe-
cifically on December 
7, 1941 for quite some 
time. Eventually, he 
shared the story with his 
son John. Joe was plan-
ning to go golfing with 
a buddy assigned on the 
USS OKLAHOMA (BB-
37) that day. Joe and his
friend saw the Japanese
planes approaching and
realized that what was
being dropped were
bombs. His friend ran
back to the OKLAHO-
MA and below decks to
tend to his ledgers, and unfortunately,
died that day along with 428 other crew
members when the OKLAHOMA was
sank by the Japanese.
   Ensign Howard was on his pier and 
wound up being the senior officer in 

charge of triage and, sadly, having to 
make life and death decisions regarding 
which injured sailors would be sent to 
an already overwhelmed hospital. Very 
tough decisions to make for a young 
man of 25 years of age.

   While Lieutenant Howard was con-
tinuing his tour of duty in the Pacific, 
he met and became friends with Cap-
tain Arleigh Burke. After the war, 
CAPT Burke was detailed to the CNO’s 

Office and invited Joe to join him. Dur-
ing his time in the CNO’s office, CAPT 
Burke along with Joe organized “OP-
23”, which was a subversive part of the 
Navy trying to preserve Naval Aviation 
in the Navy. During this time, the Army 

was trying to take over 
the Marine Corps, and 
the Air Force wanted to 
take over all aviation. 
Clearly, Burke, Howard, 
and others in OP-23 
were successful.
   While CDR Joe How-
ard was the officer-in-
charge of a Construc-
tion Battalion in Port 
Hueneme, CA, he re-
ceived a letter from the 
CNO, ADM Arleigh 
Burke, asking Joe if he 
would be his speech 
writer. (View this fasci-
nating letter and several 
speeches CDR Howard 
wrote with ADM Burke’s 
comments on the NSCF 
website.) CDR Howard 
spent four stressful, but 
life-shaping years as the 
CNO’s speechwriter.
   CDR Howard was pro-
moted to Captain and 
became Commanding 
Officer of Navy Supply 
Center San Diego—one 
of his favorite assign-
ments. Then, he was 
called back to Wash-
ington and became the 

Chief of Procurement and Deputy Chief 
of Navy Material. He became a special-
ist in Procurement and Contracts, writ-
ing several articles on the importance of 
procurement in the Navy. During that 
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1957 letter from CNO RADM Arleigh 
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assignment, Joe was deep-selected for admiral and sent to 
the Defense Center for Supply. From there, Joe was to be the 
Supply Officer of the Atlantic Fleet in Norfolk as a two-star, 
but was diverted to lead the Navy Supply Center in Charles-
ton because a North Carolina congressman did not like the 
Supply Corps admiral who was slated. NSC Charleston was 
RADM Howard’s final duty station in the Navy. In retire-
ment, RADM Howard moved to Spain and wrote novels.




